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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 16th February 2014

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Hymns: The English Hymnal
Mass Setting: German Mass - Schubert

Entrance Hymn: 574

Motet: 
Offertory Hymn: 63

Communion Hymns: 315 & 320

 Recessional: 404

Voluntary: Concerto No 4 in G - Camidge

The Law of God
We often tend to view the “law of God” negatively rather than positively. Jesus’ attitude towards the law of God can be summed up in the great prayer of Psalm 119: “Oh, how I love your law!  It is my meditation all the day.” For the people of Israel the “law” could refer to the ten commandments or to the five Books of Moses, called the Pentateuch, which explain the commandments and ordinances of God for his people. The “law” also referred to the whole teaching or way of life which God gave to his people. The Jews in Jesus’ time also used it as a description of the oral or scribal law. Needless to say, the scribes added many more things to the law than God intended. That is why Jesus often condemned the scribal law. It placed burdens on people which God had not intended. Jesus, however, made it very clear that the essence of God’s law – his commandments and way of life, must be fulfilled. The law of God is truth and when we live according to that truth it produces the fruits of righteousness, holiness, peace, and joy.

Jesus taught reverence for God’s law – reverence for God himself, for the Lord’s Day, reverence or respect for parents, respect for life, for property, for another person’s good name, respect for oneself and for one’s neighbour lest wrong or hurtful desires master us. Reverence and respect for God’s commandments teach us the way of love – love of God and love of neighbour.

OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Jean Chapman, Jennifer Davis, Peter George, Grace John, Kate Morl, Diana Sanni, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Fr Christopher Walker and Nesta Williams.
The Recently Departed: Elaine Day.
The departed: Winifred Gill, Mavis Hart, Phyllis Lever, Dorothy Lewis, Dorothy Monnery, Minnie Pritchard and Ivy Reeves.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

Be my protector, O God, a mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name.
COLLECT.
O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to become a dwelling pleasing to you. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. Ecclesiasticus 15: 15-20) 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

If you wish, you can keep the commandments, to behave faithfully is within your power. He has set fire and water before you; put out your hand to whichever you prefer. Man has life and death before him, whichever a man likes better will be given him. For vast is the wisdom of the Lord; he is almighty and all-seeing. His eyes are on those who fear him, he notes every action of man. He never commanded anyone to be godless, he has given no one permission to sin.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 118
R/  
They are happy who follow God's law!
They are happy whose life is blameless, who follow God's law! 

They are happy those who do his will, seeking him with all their hearts.
You have laid down your precepts to be obeyed with care. 

May my footsteps be firm to obey your statutes.
Bless your servant and I shall live and obey your word. 

Open my eyes that I may consider the wonders of your law.
Teach me the demands of your statutes and I will keep them to the end. 

Train me to observe your law, to keep it with my heart.
THE SECOND LESSON. (1 Corinthians 2: 6-10) 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians. 

We have a wisdom to offer those who have reached maturity: not a philosophy of our age, it is true, still less of the masters of our age, which are coming to their end. The hidden wisdom of God which we teach in our mysteries is the wisdom that God predestined to be for our glory before the ages began. It is a wisdom that none of the masters of this age have ever known, or they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory; we teach what scripture calls: the things that no eye has seen and no ear has heard, things beyond the mind of man, all that God has prepared for those who love him. These are the very things that God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit reaches the depths of everything, even the depths of God.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: you have the message of eternal life. 

Alleluia! 

or 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom to mere children.
Alleluia! 

THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Matthew 5: 17-37) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

(for shorter form read between> <) 

> Jesus said to his disciples: < 
"Do not imagine that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets. I have come not to abolish them but to complete them. I tell you solemnly, till heaven and earth disappear, not one dot, not one little stroke, shall disappear from the Law until its purpose is achieved. Therefore, the man who infringes even one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be considered the least in the kingdom of heaven; but the man who keeps them and teaches them will be considered great in the kingdom of heaven. "For
> I tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never get into the kingdom of heaven. "You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not kill; and if anyone does kill he must answer for it before the court. But I say this to you: anyone who is angry with his brother will answer for it before the court; < 
if a man calls his brother 'Fool' he will answer for it before the Sanhedrin; and if a man calls him 'Renegade' he will answer for it in hell fire. So then, if you are bringing your offering to the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar, go and be reconciled with your brother first, and then come back and present your offering. Come to terms with your opponent in good time while you are still on 

the way to the court with him, or he may hand you over to the judge and the judge to the officer, and you will be thrown into prison. I tell you solemnly, you will not get out till you have paid the last penny. 
> "You have learnt how it was said: You must not commit adultery. But I say this to you: if a man looks at a woman lustfully, he has already committed adultery with her in his heart. < 
If your right eye should cause you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; for it will do you less harm to lose one part of you than to have your whole body thrown into hell. And if your right hand should cause you to sin, cut if off and throw 

it away; for it will do you less harm to lose one part of you than to have your whole body go to hell. "It has also been said: Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a writ of dismissal. But I say this to you: everyone who divorces his wife, except for the case of fornication, makes her an adulteress; and 

anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

> "Again, you have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not break your oath, but must fulfil your oaths to the Lord. But I say this to you: do not swear at all, < 
either by heaven, since that is God's throne; or by the earth, since that is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, since that is the city of the great king. Do not swear by your own head either, since you cannot turn a single hair white or black. 
> All you need say is 'Yes' if you mean yes, 'No' if you mean no; anything more than this comes from the evil one." <
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS.
May this oblation, O Lord, we pray, cleanse and renew us and may it become for those who do your will the source of eternal reward. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
They ate and had their fill, and what they craved the Lord gave them; they were not disappointed in what they craved. 

or 

God so loved the world that he gave his Only Begotten Son, so that all who believe in him may not perish, but may have eternal life.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

Having fed upon these heavenly delights, we pray, O Lord, that we may always long 

for that food by which we truly live. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 2
Sunday Readings: Year A.  Weekday Readings: Year 2.
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

17 February 
	Monday of Week 6 of the Year

No Mass

	Tuesday

18 February
	Tuesday of Week 6 of the Year

18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

19 February
	Wednesday of Week 6 of the Year
10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

20 February
	Thursday of Week 5 of the Year6
19.30 Vespers & Benediction

	Friday

21 February 
	Friday of Week 6 of the Year
11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

22 February
	The Chair of S Peter, Apostle 
10.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

23 February
	Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Image of our Lady of Walsingham: On Saturday 22 February the image of Our Lady will be visiting Guildford Cathedral. The Image will arrive at 11.50 followed by Mass presided by and preacher Bishop Lindsay Urwin. For more information see Fr David or Ken Thomas.
Shrove Tuesday March 4th:  Ash Wednesday is around the corner, and traditionally we usher in our fasting season with festivities on Shrove Tuesday.  All are welcome to the vicarage at 18.30 for pancakes and sausages.

Vicarage Luncheon: On Sunday 23 March there will be a luncheon at the Vicarage.  Bring along a bottle of wine (or some other liquid oblation) to share and the food will be provided!
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
�








