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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 23rd February 2014

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Hymns: The Celebration Hymnal
Mass Setting: St. Cecilia Mass - Turner

Gloria: German Mass - Schubert

Entrance Hymn: 21

Motet: Almighty and Everlasting God - Gibbons

Offertory Hymn: 74

Communion Hymns: 517 & 674

 Recessional: 113

Voluntary: Carillon de Westminster - Vierne
Retribution and grace.

Retribution has always been a difficult concept to deal with in all human societies. Jesus approached the question of just retribution with a surprising revelation of God's intention for how we should treat others, especially those who mistreat us. When Jesus spoke about God’s law, he did something no one had done before. He gave a new standard based not just on the requirements of justice – giving each their due – but based on the law of grace and love. He quoted from the oldest recorded law in the world: If any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe (Exodus 21:23-25). Such a law today seems cruel, but it was meant to limit vengeance as a first step towards mercy. This law was not normally taken literally but served as a guide for a judge in a law court for assessing punishment and penalty. 

Jesus does something quite remarkable and unheard of. He transforms the law of mercy with grace and loving-kindness. Jesus also makes clear that there is no room for retaliation. We must not only avoid returning evil for evil, but we must seek the good of those who wish us ill.
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Jean Chapman, Jennifer Davis, Peter George, Grace John, Kate Morl, Diana Sanni, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Fr Christopher Walker and Nesta Williams.
The departed: Frederick Aspinall, Charles Bloomfield, Kate Butler, May Cockram, Daniel Mitchell, James North, Alan Tee, Charles Taylor, Bernard Walmsley, William H Welland, William R Welland and Adah Whitaker.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation.

I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me.
COLLECT.
Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (Leviticus 19:1-2. 17-18)
A reading from the book of Leviticus.

The Lord spoke to Moses; he said: “Speak to the whole community of the sons of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy, for I, the Lord your God, am holy. “ ‘You must not bear hatred for your brother in your heart. You must openly tell him, your neighbour, of his offence; this way you will not take a sin upon yourself. You must not exact vengeance, nor must you bear a grudge against the children of your people. You must love your neighbour as yourself. I am the Lord.’ ”
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 102
R/  
The Lord is compassion and love.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord, all my being, bless his holy name.

My soul, give thanks to the Lord and never forget all his blessings.
It is he who forgives all your guilt, who heals every one of your ills, who redeems your life from the grave, who crowns you with love and compassion.
The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy.

He does not treat us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our faults.
As far as the east is from the west so far does he remove our sins.

As a father has compassion on his sons, the Lord has pity on those who fear him.
THE SECOND LESSON. (1 Corinthians 3: 16-23) 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians. 

Didn’t you realise that you were God’s temple and that the Spirit of God was living among you? If anybody should destroy the temple of God, God will destroy him, because the temple of God is sacred; and you are that temple.

Make no mistake about it: if any one of you thinks of himself as wise, in the ordinary sense of the word, then he must learn to be a fool before he really can be wise. Why? Because the wisdom of this world is foolishness to God. As scripture says: The Lord knows wise men’s thoughts: he knows how useless they are; or again: God is not convinced by the arguments of the wise. So there is nothing to boast about in anything human: Paul, Apollos, Cephas, the world, life and death, the present and the future, are all your servants; but you belong to Christ and Christ belongs to God.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we shall come to him. 

Alleluia! 

or 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

When anyone obeys what Christ has said, God’s love comes to perfection in him.
Alleluia! 

THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Matthew 5: 38-48) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Jesus said to his disciples: “You have learnt how it was said: Eye for eye and tooth for tooth. But I say this to you: offer the wicked man no resistance. On the contrary, if anyone hits you on the right cheek, offer him the other as well; if a man takes you to law and would have your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone orders you to go one mile, go two miles with him. Give to anyone who asks, and if anyone wants to borrow, do not turn away. “You have learnt how it was said: You must love your neighbour and hate your enemy. But I say this to you: love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you; in this way you will be sons of your Father in heaven, for he causes his sun to rise on bad men as well as good, and his rain to fall on honest and dishonest men alike. For if you love those who love you, what right have you to claim 

any credit? Even the tax collectors do as much, do they not? And if you save your greetings for your brothers, are you doing anything exceptional? Even the pagans do as much, do they not? You must therefore be perfect just as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS.
As we celebrate your mysteries, O Lord, with the observance that is your due, we humbly ask you, that what we offer to the honour of your majesty may profit us for salvation. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
I will recount all your wonders, I will rejoice in you and be glad, and sing psalms to your name, O Most High. 

or 

Lord, I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of the living God, who is coming into this world.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we may experience the effects of the salvation

which is pledged to us by these mysteries. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 3
Sunday Readings: Year A.  Weekday Readings: Year 2.
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

24 February 
	Monday of Week 7 of the Year

No Mass

	Tuesday

25 February
	Tuesday of Week 7 of the Year

18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

26 February
	Wednesday of Week 7 of the Year
10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

27 February
	Thursday of Week 7 of the Year
19.30 Vespers & Benediction

	Friday

28 February 
	Friday of Week 7 of the Year
11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

01 March
	S David, Bishop  
10.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

02 March
	Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Shrove Tuesday March 4th:  Ash Wednesday is around the corner, and traditionally we usher in our fasting season with festivities on Shrove Tuesday.  All are welcome to the vicarage at 18.30 for pancakes and sausages.

Vicarage Luncheon: On Sunday 23 March there will be a luncheon at the Vicarage.  Bring along a bottle of wine (or some other liquid oblation) to share and the food will be provided!

Thank you from CIRDIC: The team at CIRDIC wanted to pass on a very hearty thank you to all who donated food over the past month - it comes at a time when the coffers are emptying, so they were very pleased to receive our donation.

A curate is coming!  Mr Sam Cross will be joining us at S Giles this summer to be our curate.  Sam has met with both the former interim bishop (Bp Lindsay Irwin) and Bp Jonathan.  They are both very supportive of him and think he is a great fit for our parish.  Do keep Sam in your prayers over the next few months as he finishes his studies.
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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