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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 2nd March 2014

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Hymns: The English Hymnal
Mass Setting: Lourdes Mass - Lécot
Entrance Hymn: 365
Motet: O Thou the central orb - Wood
Offertory Hymn: 471
Communion Hymns: 327& 320
 Recessional: 301
Voluntary: Final (symphonies III) - Vierne
The anxiety of two masters.
Its fascinating that Jesus, in our Gospel this Sunday, connects “serving two masters” with “being anxious”. They both have the same root problem – being divided within oneself. The root word for “anxiety” literally means “being of two minds.” An anxious person is often “tossed to and fro” and paralyzed by fear, indecision, and insecurity. Fear of some bad outcome cripples those afflicted with anxiety. It’s also the case with someone who wants to live in two opposing kingdoms – God's or the World's.  

Our “master” is whatever governs our thought-life, shapes our ideas, and controls the desires of our hearts. We can be ruled by many different things – the love of money and possessions, the power of position and prestige, the glamour of wealth and fame, and the driving force of unruly passions, harmful desires, and addictive cravings. 

There is one master alone who has the power to set us free from slavery to sin, fear, pride, and greed, and a host of other hurtful desires. That master is the Lord Jesus Christ who alone can save us from all that would keep us bound up in fear and anxiety. Anxiety robs the heart of trust in the mercy and goodness of God and in his loving care for us. Let us pray that we might know that God knows our needs even before we ask and he gives generously to those who trust in him.
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Jean Chapman, Jennifer Davis, Peter George, Grace John, Kate Morl, Diana Sanni, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Fr Christopher Walker and Nesta Williams.
The departed: Lucy Holt, Celia Madge, Frederick Wicks and Kenneth Woolcombe (Bishop).
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

The Lord became my protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me because he delighted in me.
COLLECT.
Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, untroubled in her devotion. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (Isaiah 49: 14-15) 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

Zion was saying, "The Lord has abandoned me, the Lord has forgotten me." Does a woman forget her baby at the breast, or fail to cherish the son of her womb? Yet even if these forget, I will never forget you.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 61
R/  
In God alone is my soul at rest.
In God alone is my soul at rest; my help comes from him. 

He alone is my rock, my stronghold, my fortress: I stand firm.
In God alone be at rest, my soul; for my hope comes from him. 

He alone is my rock, my stronghold, my fortress: I stand firm.
In God is my safety and glory, the rock of my strength. Take refuge in God all you people. Trust him at all times. Pour out your hearts before him.
THE SECOND LESSON. (1 Corinthians 4: 1-5) 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians. 

People must think of us as Christ's servants, stewards entrusted with the mysteries of God. What is expected of stewards is that each one should be found worthy of his trust. Not that it makes the slightest difference to me whether you, or indeed any human tribunal, find me worthy or not. I will not even pass judgement on myself. True, my conscience does not reproach me at all, but that does not prove that I am acquitted; the Lord alone is my judge. 

There must be no passing of premature judgement. Leave that until the Lord comes: he will light up all that is hidden in the dark and reveal the secret intentions of men's hearts. Then will be the time for each one to have whatever praise he deserves, from God.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your word is truth, O Lord, consecrate us in the truth. 

Alleluia! 

or 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The word of God is something alive and active; it can judge secret emotions and thoughts.
Alleluia! 

THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Matthew 6: 24-34) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Jesus said to his disciples: "No one can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the first and love the second, or treat the first with respect and the second with scorn. You cannot be the slave both of God and of money. "That is why I am telling you not to worry about your life and what you are to eat, nor about your body and how you are to clothe it. Surely life means more than food, and the body more than clothing! Look at the birds in the sky. They do not sow or reap or gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they are? Can any of you, for all his worrying, add one single cubit to his span of life? And why worry about clothing? Think of the flowers growing in the fields; they never have to work or spin; yet I assure you that not even Solomon in all his regalia was robed like one of these. Now if that is how God clothes the grass in the field which is there today and 

thrown into the furnace tomorrow, will he not much more look after you, you men of little faith? So do not worry; do not say, 'What are we to eat? What are we to drink? How are we to be clothed?' It is the pagans who set their hearts on all these things. Your heavenly Father knows you need them all. Set your hearts on his kingdom first, and on his righteousness, and all these other things will be given you as well. So do not worry about tomorrow: tomorrow will take care of itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own."
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS.
O God, who provide gifts to be offered to your name and count our oblations as signs of our desire to serve you with devotion, we ask of your mercy that what you grant as the source of merit may also help us to attain merit's reward. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me, sing psalms to the name of the Lord Most High. 

or 

Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age, says the Lord.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

Nourished by your saving gifts, we beseech your mercy, Lord, that by this same Sacrament with which you feed us in the present age, you may make us partakers of life eternal. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 4
Sunday Readings: Year A.  Weekday Readings: Year 2.
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

03 March 
	Monday of Week 8 of the Year

No Mass

	Tuesday

04 March
	Tuesday of Week 8 of the Year

18.00 Low Mass

18.30 Pancakes at the Vicarage

	Wednesday

05 March
	Ash Wednesday

10.30 Low Mass with Ashing
19.30 Sung Mass with Ashing

	Thursday

06 March
	Thursday after Ash Wednesday

19.30 Vespers & Benediction

	Friday

07 March 
	Friday after Ash Wednesday

11.30 Lenten Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

08 March
	Saturday after Ash Wednesday

10.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

09 March
	First Sunday in Lent

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Shrove Tuesday March 4th:  Ash Wednesday is around the corner, and traditionally we usher in our fasting season with festivities on Shrove Tuesday.  All are welcome to the vicarage at 18.30 for pancakes and sausages.

Vicarage Luncheon: On Sunday 23 March there will be a luncheon at the Vicarage.  Bring along a bottle of wine (or some other liquid oblation) to share and the food will be provided!

A curate is coming!  Mr Sam Cross will be joining us at S Giles this summer to be our curate.  Sam has met with both the former interim bishop (Bp Lindsay Irwin) and Bp Jonathan.  They are both very supportive of him and think he is a great fit for our parish.  Do keep Sam in your prayers over the next few months as he finishes his studies.

Fridays in Lent at 11.30am. 2014 Lenten Study Group.
We will study C. S. Lewis's Chronicles of Narnia which have enchanted readers for over half a century. In The Lion's World, by Rowan Williams he explores the moral landscape of all seven novels in the series.   Friday 7 March - The Point of Narnia.   Friday 14 March - Narnia and its critics.   Friday 21 March - Not a tame lion.   Friday 28 March - No story but your own.   Friday 4 April - The silent gaze of truth.   Friday 11 April - Bigger inside than outside.

If you can't make this timing,  but would be interested in a Tuesday evening, do let me know (if there is enough we might have an evening group).
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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