[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 27th July 2014

Seventeenth Sunday of the Year
Hymns: The English Hymnal
Mass Setting: Darke in F
Entrance Hymn: 375
Motet: O Thou the central orb - Wood
Offertory Hymn: 301
Communion Hymns: 99 & 385
 Recessional: 390
Voluntary: Prelude and fugue in G. - J.S. Bach.
Pearl of Great Price 

Pearls in the ancient world came to represent the supremely valuable. Jesus remarked that one should not cast pearls before swine. Why would a merchant sell everything for a peerless pearl? No doubt because he was attracted to what he thought was the greatest treasure he could possess. Discovering God's kingdom is like stumbling across hidden treasure or finding the one pearl of great price.
When we discover the kingdom of God we receive the greatest possible treasure - the Lord himself. Selling all that we have to obtain this incomparable treasure could mean many things - our friends, job, our "style of life", what we do with our free time. Treasure has a special connection to the heart, the place of desire and longing, the place of will and focus. The thing we most set our heart on is our highest treasure.

OUR INTENTIONS TODAY.
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Jean Chapman, Peter George, Herbert Hinton, Maurice Houghton, Grace John, Kate Morl, Diana Sanni, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Margaret Summers, Sister Theresa at Walsingham, Fr Christopher Walker, Ann Westgarth and Nesta Williams.
The departed: Brian Brindley (Priest), Thomas Christopher, Victor Goldsworthy, Jessie Goodchild, Margaret Holt, Annie Lusty and Doreen Phillips.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

God is in his holy place, God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might and strength to his people.
COLLECT 

O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen. 

FIRST READING (1 Kings 3: 5; 7-12) 

A reading from the first book of the Kings. 

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, "Ask what you would like me to give you." Solomon replied, "Lord, my God, you have made your servant king in succession to David my father. But I am a very young man, unskilled in leadership. Your servant finds himself in the midst of this people of yours that you have chosen, a people so many its numbers cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your servant a heart to understand how to discern between good and evil, for who could govern this people of yours that is so great?" It pleased the Lord that Solomon should have asked for this. "Since you have asked for this" the Lord said "and not asked for long life for yourself or riches or the lives of your enemies, but have asked for a discerning judgement for yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I give you a heart wise and shrewd as none before you has had and none will have after you."
The word of the Lord. 

PSALM Psalm 118
RESPONSE: 
Lord, how I love your law!
My part, I have resolved, O Lord, is to obey your word. 

The law from your mouth means more to me than silver and gold.
Let your love be ready to console me by your promise to your servant. 

Let your love come to me and I shall live for your law is my delight.
That is why I love your commands more than finest gold. 

That is why I rule my life by your precepts: I hate false ways.
Your will is wonderful indeed; therefore I obey it. 

The unfolding of your word gives light and teaches the simple.

SECOND READING (Romans 8: 28-30) 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans. 

We know that by turning everything to their good God co-operates with all those who love him, with all those that he has called according to his purpose. They are the ones he chose specially long ago and intended to become true images of his Son, so that his Son might be the eldest of many brothers. He called those he 

intended for this; those he called he justified, and with those he justified he shared his glory.
The word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I call you friends, says the Lord, because I have made known to you everything I have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia! 

or 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom to mere children.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL (Matthew 13: 44-52) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

(for shorter form read between > <) 

> Jesus said to the crowds, "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which someone has found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns and buys the field. "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of great value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it. < 

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good ones in a basket and throwaway those that are no use. This is how it will be at the end of time: the angels will appear and separate the wicked from the just to throw them into the blazing furnace where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth. "Have you understood all this?" They said, "Yes." And he said to them, "Well then, every scribe who becomes a disciple of the 

kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out from his storeroom things both new and old." 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Accept, O Lord, we pray, the offerings which we bring from the abundance of your gifts, that through the powerful working of your grace these most sacred mysteries may sanctify our present way of life and lead us to eternal gladness. 

Through Christ our Lord.
Amen. 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his benefits. 

or 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We have consumed, O Lord, this divine Sacrament, the perpetual memorial of the Passion of your Son; grant, we pray, that this gift, which he himself gave us with love beyond all telling, may profit us for salvation. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Psalter Week 1
Sunday Readings: Year A.  Weekday Readings: Year 2.
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Seventeenth Sunday of the Year
10.00 Matins

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School
17.30 Evensong

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

28 July 
	Monday of Week 17 of the Year

09.00 Low Mass

	Tuesday

29 July
	S Martha

09.00 Matins

17.30 Evensong

18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

30 July
	Wednesday of Week 17 of the Year

10.00 Matins

10.30 Low Mass
16.30 Evensong

	Thursday

31 July
	S Ignatius of Loyola, Priest

09.00 Matins

18.00 Vespers & Benediction

	Friday

01 August
	S Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop, Doctor

12.00 Matins

12.30 Low Mass
16.30 Evensong

	Saturday

02 August
	Saturday of Week 17 of the Year

09.30 Matins

10.00 Low Mass
16.30 Evensong

	Sunday

03 August
	Eighteenth Sunday of the Year

10.00 Matins

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

17.30 Evensong

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.

Wednesday August 13th: At 1.15 p.m. Jonathan Holl of Winkfield will give the third in the Summer series of organ concerts. Admission free - light refreshments - retiring collection. All welcome.

Looking Forward: Saturday 13 & Sunday 14 September, Heritage Open Days. Saturday 10.00 – 17.00 & Sunday 12.00 – 14.00  stewards required in church. Signing up sheet will be at back of church on Sunday 10 August, or see Geoff Canterbury.

Also Looking Forward: Saturday 13 September, Ride & Stride 10.00 – 17.00. Stewards required to sign visiting peoples sponsor forms. If anyone wants to take part and visit churches details available at back of church, or see Geoff Canterbury. YOU CAN BE SPOSORED TO MAN THE CHURCH.

If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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