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S GILES-IN-READING
Sunday 2nd December 2012

1st Sunday of Advent
Hymns: The English Hymnal
Mass Setting: Plainsong

Entrance Hymn: 5
Motet: Remember O thou man - Ravenscroft
Offertory Hymn: 13
Communion Hymns: 6 & 18

 Recessional: 437

Voluntary: Choral Prelude: Wachet auf – J.S. Bach
Once more, the season of Advent is upon us. In some ways, it is a solemn, even a sombre season. As the world around us prepares for holiday, and brings out all the trappings of festivity, the Church calls us to thoughtful repentance, and utters dire prophecies about the end of earthly joys. We exchange the green vestments symbolic of growth for the solemn purple of penitence.

And yet, Advent is a strangely thrilling season. As nature prepares herself for the long and frozen sleep of winter, the Church calls the spirit to awake. As the days grow darker, and the light fails, the Church calls us to open our eyes to the rising of a new and glorious sun. "The night is far spent, the day is at hand." (Romans 13.12)

Wake, O Wake, for night is flying, 
The watchmen on the heights are crying, 
Awake, Jerusalem, arise. 
Sion hears the watchmen singing, 
Her heart with deep delight is springing, 
She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
Forth her bridegroom comes, all glorious, 
In grace arrayed, by truth victorious, 
Her star is risen, her light is come.
(Hymn by P. Nicolai 1556-1608)


"The night is far spent, the day is at hand." And as we will hear our Lord say in our Gospel: "Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened with debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life, and that day will be sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For it will come down on every living man on the face of the earth."
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY

Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Alex Baston, Fr Hugh Bates, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Maurice Houghton, Heather Kinch, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Elizabeth Sayer, Joan Shepherd, Sheena Sixsmith, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Ann Westgarth, Camiele Gray  and Nestor Williams. 

The departed: Gareth Bennett, Gladys Brant, Caroline Butler, Peggy Butwell, Thomas Christopher, Walter Fishlock and Ruby Howman.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to shame.
COLLECT

Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming, so that, gathered at his right hand, they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON (Jeremiah 33: 14-16) 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah. 

See, the days are coming - it is the Lord who speaks - when I am going to fulfill the promise I made to the House of Israel and the House of Judah: "In those days and at that time, I will make a virtuous Branch grow for David, who shall practice honesty and integrity in the land. In those days Judah shall be saved and Israel shall dwell in confidence. And this is the name the city will be called: The Lord-our-integrity."
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM 24
R/  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths. 

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: for you are God my saviour.
The Lord is good and upright. He shows the path to those who stray, he guides the humble in the right path; he teaches his way to the poor.
His ways are faithfulness and love for those who keep his covenant and will. 

The Lord's friendship is for those who revere him; to them he reveals his covenant.
THE SECOND LESSON (1 Thessalonians 3: 12 - 4:2) 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians. 

May the Lord be generous in increasing your love and make you love one another and the whole human race as much as we love you. And may he so confirm your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless in the sight of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus Christ comes with all his saints. Finally, brothers, we urge you and appeal to you in the Lord Jesus to make more and more progress in the kind of life that you are meant to live: the life that God wants, as you learnt from us, and as you are already living it. You have not forgotten the instructions we gave you on the authority of the Lord Jesus.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help.
Alleluia!

THE HOLY GOSPEL (Luke 21: 25-28, 34-36) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Jesus said to his disciples: "There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars; on earth nations in agony, bewildered by the clamor of the ocean and its waves; men dying of fear as they await what menaces the world, for the powers of heaven will be 

shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand erect, hold your heads high, because your liberation is near at hand. "Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened with debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life, and that day 

will be sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For it will come down on every living man on the face of the earth. Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to survive all that is going to happen, and to stand with confidence before the Son of Man."
The Gospel of the Lord.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Accept, we pray, O Lord, these offerings we make, gathered from among your gifts to us, and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below, gain for us the prize of eternal redemption. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

May these mysteries, O Lord, in which we have participated, profit us, we pray, 

for even now, as we walk amid passing things, you teach us by them to love the things of heaven and hold fast to what endures. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 1
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	1st Sunday of Advent

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

3 Dec 
	S Francis Xavier, Priest
No Mass

	Tuesday

4 Dec
	Tuesday of the 1st week of Advent
18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

5 Dec 
	Wednesday of  the 1st week of Advent
10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

6 Dec
	Thursday of  the 1st week of Advent
19.30 Low Mass

	Friday

7 Dec 
	S Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor
11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

8 Dec 
	The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
19.30 Low Mass with Hymns

	Sunday

9 Dec
	2nd Sunday of Advent
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


	NOTICES & EVENTS

	We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.

Looking Forward in Faith 
A day conference following the vote in General Synod 
Saturday 8th December, Pusey House, St Giles’ Oxford 12 Noon Solemn Mass 
2.00 p.m. Where do we go from here? A meeting for laity and clergy about the consequences of the Synod vote. 3.30 p.m. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
Please make every effort to attend this important meeting. For more details please contact Father Corbett: chaplain@puseyhouse.org.uk 01865 288024
Advent 3
On Sunday 16 December, we will be having three important events:
10.30am: Prize Sunday for our Sunday School
12.30pm Parish Luncheon at the Premier Inn (contact Dr. Christopher Mott for details)
4.00pm Lessons & Carols, with candlelight procession

Church Calendars are now available. Very Limited numbers. Please see Anne Canterbury if you want one.
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week. 
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S GILES-IN-READING

Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831

Churchwardens:  Sue Mott & Peter Bloomfield

sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
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