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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 1st December 2013

First Sunday of Advent
Hymns: The English Hymnal
Mass Setting: Plainsong
Entrance Hymn: 5
Motet: The Advent Prose
Offertory Hymn: 13
Communion Hymns: 6 & 518
 Recessional: 437 
Voluntary: Wachet Auf – J. S. Bach
Anticipating the End.
We all know what it feels like when we expect a friend to come whom we haven't seen for some time, and he or she delays.  The Lord Jesus expects us to watch in great anticipation for the most important event of all – his return in glory at the end of history.  The prophets foretold the coming of the Lord when he shall judge between the nations and decide for many peoples (Isaiah 2:5). The Advent season reminds us that as Christians we are always living in anticipation of the end of history. The end began with the first coming of Christ (his Incarnation which we celebrate at Christmas) and culminates in his final return on the Day of Judgment. 

Jesus spoke of his return in glory at the end of time as a for certain fact. Jesus' audience understood the title, Son of Man, as referring to the Messianic prophecy of the Anointed King who comes to establish an everlasting kingdom over the earth (Daniel 7:13). While the second coming is for certain, the time is unknown. The Lord's judgment comes swiftly and often unexpectedly. Jesus warns his listeners to not be caught off guard when that day arrives. It will surely come in God's good time!
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Jean Chapman, Jennifer Davis, Elaine Day, George Forsyth, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Herbert Hinton, Phyllis Hinton, Maurice Houghton, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Diana Sarney, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Karen Slack, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Fr Ian Walter, Ann Westgarth, Nestor Williams and Angela Woodley.
The departed: Gareth Bennett, Peggy Butwell, Kate Coggs, Thomas Christopher, Ida Goodall, John Goodall, Margaret Harman, Albert Higgs and Ada Styles.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to shame.
COLLECT.
Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming, so that, gathered at his right hand, they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (Isaiah 2: 1-5) 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem, In the days to come the mountain of the Temple of the Lord shall tower above the mountains 

and be lifted higher than the hills. All the nations will stream to it, peoples without number will come to it; and they will say: "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the Temple of the God of Jacob that he may teach us his ways so that we may walk in his paths; since the Law will go out from Zion, and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem." He will wield authority over the nations and adjudicate between many peoples; these will hammer their swords into ploughshares, their spears into sickles. Nation will not lift sword against nation, there will be no more training for war. O House of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 121
R/  
I rejoiced when I heard them say: "Let us go to God's house."
I rejoiced when I heard them say: "Let us go to God's house." 

And now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
It is there that the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord. 

For Israel's law it is, there to praise the Lord's name. 

There were set the thrones of judgement of the house of David.
For the peace of Jerusalem pray: "Peace be to your homes! 

May peace reign in your walls, in your palaces, peace!"
For love of my brethren and friends I say: "Peace upon you!" 

For love of the house of the Lord I will ask for your good.
THE SECOND LESSON. (Romans 13: 11-14) 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans. 

You know "the time" has come: you must wake up now: our salvation is even nearer than it was when we were converted. The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon - let us give up all the things we prefer to do under cover of dark; let us arm ourselves and appear in the light. Let us live decently as people do in the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, and no wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help.
Alleluia! 

THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Matthew 24: 37-44) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Jesus said to his disciples: "As it was in Noah's day, so will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in those days before the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and they suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this when the Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of two women at the millstone grinding, one is taken, one left. "So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is coming. You may be quite sure of this that if the householder had known at what time of the night the burglar would come, he would have stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break through the wall of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect."
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS.
Accept, we pray, O Lord, these offerings we make, gathered from among your gifts to us, and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below, gain for us the prize of eternal redemption. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

May these mysteries, O Lord, in which we have participated, profit us, we pray, for even now, as we walk amid passing things, you teach us by them to love the things of heaven and hold fast to what endures. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 1
Sunday Readings: Year A.  Weekday Readings: Year 2.
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	First Sunday of Advent

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

18.30 Advent Carol Service

	Monday

02 December 
	Monday of week 1 of Advent
No Mass

	Tuesday

03 December
	S Francis Xavier, Priest
18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

04 December
	Wednesday of week 1 of Advent
10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

05 December
	Thursday of week 1 of Advent
19.30 Vespers & Benediction

	Friday

06 December 
	Friday of week 1 of Advent
11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

07 December
	S Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor

10.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

08 December
	Second Sunday of Advent

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
TODAY: We welcome The Rt Rev'd Jonathan Goodall, Bishop of Ebbsfleet, to Celebrate the Lord's Supper and preach.
TONIGHT: We will be having an Advent lessons and carols service at 18.30. It is a wonderful way of beginning the season of preparation for Christmas.
Parish Christmas Lunch: The Parish lunch has been arranged at the Premier Inn for Sunday 22nd December.  Cost £20; 3 courses including tea or coffee afterwards.  Kids' Menu for Parish lunch now only £5 for 3 course lunch.  Menu for choices available today – organiser; Sylvia Gooding.
Advent 3: Sunday 15 December, we will be having Prize Sunday for our Sunday School at the end of our 10.30 parish Mass.
Raymond Head met with former parishioners Barbara Walsh and Eric and Jennifer Davis.  All of them miss St Giles greatly. They particularly asked that I convey their very best wishes to anyone at St Giles who remembers them.
Immaculate Conception: Monday, 9 December, is the feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  We will be celebrating a Mass with Hymns at 7.30pm.

If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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