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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 17th August 2014

Twentieth Sunday of the Year
Hymns: The English Hymnal    Mass Setting: Gregory Murray

Motet:
Entrance Hymn: 517    Offertory Hymn: 597    Communion Hymns: 321 & 308
Recessional: 502    Voluntary: 
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY.
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Jean Chapman, Peter George, Herbert Hinton, Maurice Houghton, Grace John, Ian May, Kate Morl, Diana Sanni, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Margaret Summers, Sister Theresa at Walsingham, Fr Christopher Walker, Ann Westgarth and Nesta Williams.
The departed: Ena Bloomfield, Mabel Body, Eric Chapman, George Lovett, Olive Precey and Mary Richardson.
Son of David, take pity on me.
OUR GOSPEL this Sunday describes the only occasion in which Jesus ministered outside of Jewish territory (Tyre and Sidon were fifty miles north of Israel and still exist today in modern Lebanon.) A Gentile woman, a foreigner who was not a member of the Jewish people, puts Jesus on the spot by pleading for his help. At first Jesus seemed to pay no attention to her, and this made his disciples feel embarrassed. 

Jesus praises a Gentile woman for her faith and for her love. She made the misery of her child her own and she was willing to suffer rebuff in order to obtain healing for her loved one. She also had indomitable persistence. Her faith grew in contact with the person of Jesus. She began with a request and she ended on her knees in worshipful prayer to the living God. No one who ever sought Jesus with earnest faith - whether Jew or Gentile - was refused his help.
From the Church Fathers
"After our Lord departed from the Jews, he came into the regions of Tyre and Sidon. He left the Jews behind and came to the Gentiles. Those whom he had left behind remained in ruin; those to whom he came obtained salvation in their alienation. And a woman came out of that territory and cried, saying to him, 'Have pity on me, O Lord, Son of David!' O great mystery! The Lord came out from the Jews, and the woman came out from her Gentile territory. He left the Jews behind, and the woman left behind idolatry and an impious lifestyle. What they had lost, she found. The one whom they had denied in the law, she professed through her faith. This woman is the mother of the Gentiles, and she knew Christ through faith. Thus on behalf of her daughter (the Gentile people) she entreated the Lord. The daughter had been led astray by idolatry and sin and was severely possessed by a demon. The Mother of the Gentiles, by Epiphanius the Latin (late 5th century)
Prayer in preparation for today

Lord Jesus Christ, your love and mercy knows no bounds. May I trust you always and pursue you with indomitable persistence as this woman did. Increase my faith in your saving power and deliver me for all evil and harm.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
COLLECT 

O God, who have prepared for those who love you good things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we may attain your promises, which surpass every human desire, Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen. 

FIRST READING (Isaiah 56: 1; 6-7) 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with integrity, for soon my salvation will come and my integrity be manifest. Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord to serve him and to love his name and be his servants - all who observe the sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to my covenant - these I 

will bring to my holy mountain, I will make them joyful in my house of prayer. Their holocausts and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.
The word of the Lord. 

PSALM Psalm 66
RESPONSE: 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
O God, be gracious and bless us and let your face shed its light upon us. 

So will your ways be known upon earth and all nations learn your saving help.
Let the nations be glad and exult for you rule the world with justice. 

With fairness you rule the peoples, you guide the nations on earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

May God still give us his blessing till the ends of the earth revere him.
SECOND READING (Romans 11: 13-15; 29-32) 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans. 

Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the pagans as their apostle, and I am proud of being sent, but the purpose of it is to make my own people envious of you, and in this way save some of them. Since their rejection meant the reconciliation of the world, do you know what their admission will mean? Nothing less than a resurrection from the dead! God never takes back his gifts 

or revokes his choice. Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, and now enjoy mercy because of their disobedience, so those who are disobedient now - and only because of the mercy shown to you - will also enjoy mercy eventually. God has imprisoned all men in their own disobedience only to show mercy to all mankind.
The word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice, says the Lord, I know them and they follow me.
Alleluia! 

or 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Jesus proclaimed the Good News of the kingdom, and cured all kinds of sickness among the people.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL (Matthew 15: 21-28) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite woman from that district and started Shouting, "Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. My daughter is tormented by a devil." But he answered her not a word. And his disciples went and pleaded with him. "Give her what she wants," they said "because she is shouting after us." He said in reply, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel." But the woman had come up and was kneeling at his feet. "Lord," she said "help me." He replied, "It is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the house-dogs." She retorted, "Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their master's table." Then Jesus answered her, "Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be granted." And from that moment her daughter was well again. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Receive our oblation, O Lord, by which is brought about a glorious exchange, that, by offering what you have given, we may merit to receive your very self. 

Through Christ our Lord.
Amen. 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON 

With the Lord there is mercy; in him is pientitut redemption. 

or 

I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Made partakers of Christ through these Sacraments, we humbly implore your mercy, Lord, that, conformed to his image on earth, we may merit also to be his coheirs in heaven. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

Psalter Week 4
Sunday Readings: Year A.  Weekday Readings: Year 2.
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Twentieth Sunday of the Year 10.00 Matins

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School

17.30 Evensong

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

18 August 
	Monday of Week 20 of the Year

No Services

	Tuesday

19 August
	Tuesday of Week 20 of the Year

09.00 Matins

17.30 Evensong

18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

20 August
	S Bernard, Abbot, Doctor

10.00 Matins

10.30 Low Mass

16.30 Evensong

	Thursday

21 August
	S Pius X, Pope

09.00 Matins

18.00 Vespers & Benediction

	Friday

22 August
	The Queenship of the BVM

11.59 Matins

12.30 Low Mass

16.30 Evensong

	Saturday

23 August
	Saturday of Week 20 of the Year

09.30 Matins

10.00 Low Mass

16.30 Evensong

	Sunday

24 August
	Twenty-first Sunday of the Year

10.00 Matins

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School

17.30 Evensong

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.

31 August: Eve of S Giles. 16.00 Solemn Pontifical Mass. Preacher: The Rt. Rev’d Jonathan Goodall, Bishop of Ebbsfleet. This will be followed by a reception in the Hall. There is a list at the back of church to sign up for food for the reception.
Looking Forward: Saturday 13 & Sunday 14 September, Heritage Open Days. Saturday 10.00 – 17.00 & Sunday 12.00 – 14.00  stewards required in church. Signing up sheet will be at back of church on Sunday 17 August, or see Geoff Canterbury.

Also Looking Forward: Saturday 13 September, Ride & Stride 10.00 – 17.00. Stewards required to sign visiting peoples sponsor forms. If anyone wants to take part and visit churches details available at back of church, or see Geoff Canterbury. YOU CAN BE SPONSORED TO STEWARD THE CHURCH.

The Parish Pilgrimage to Walsingham in 2015 has been booked for 17th April to 19th April 2015. Names need to be given to Brenda Alderson by the 31 August 2014.

Organ Recitals: Please note that all the recitals in this summer's planned Wednesday lunchtime concert series at S. Giles' have been postponed.
CHURCH CLEANING: The next cleaning morning will be on Saturday 23rd August at the usual time of 10.30 after mass. This will be to get the church ready for S Giles Eve service.

If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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