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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 8th September 2013

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Hymns: The Celebration Hymnal
Mass Setting: Lourdes Mass - Lécot

Entrance Hymn: 738

Motet: 
Offertory Hymn: 674

Communion Hymns: 72 & 517

 Recessional: 21

Voluntary: Praeludium in D - Buxtehude

Renouncing everything.
In our Gospel this Sunday, Jesus says that if we want to be his disciples, we must 'hate' our families and even ourselves.  Jesus uses such extravagantly strong, almost offence, language to make clear that nothing should take precedence or first place in our lives over God. 

Jesus knew that the way of the cross was the Father's way to glory and victory over sin and death. He counted the cost and said 'yes' to his Father's will. We, too, must 'count the cost' and be ready to follow Jesus in the way of the cross if we want to share in his glory and victory. To make his point clear, Jesus tells two parables, one about a tower builder, and the other about a King planning a war.

In both of these parables, the main character risks serious loss if they don't carefully plan ahead. In a shame and honor culture people want to avoid at all costs being mocked by their community for failing to complete a task they began in earnest. Jesus tells his would-be disciples that they, too, must count the cost if they want to succeed as his disciples. Jesus assures success for those willing to pay the price. All it costs is everything! 

Jesus was utterly honest and spared no words to tell his disciples that it would cost them dearly to follow after him. There can be no room for compromise or concession with God. We either give our lives over to him entirely or we keep them for ourselves.
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Jean Chapman, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Herbert Hinton, Phyllis Hinton, Maurice Houghton, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Diana Sarney, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Karen Slack, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Fr Ian Walter, Ann Westgarth, Nestor Williams and Angela Woodley.
The departed: Ann Bloomfield, Beatrice Clutterbuck, Ethel Griffin, Matthew Prater and George Wickremeratne.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right; treat your servant in accord with your merciful love.
COLLECT.
O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those who believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (Wisdom 9: 13-18)
A reading from the book of Wisdom.

What man can know the intentions of God? Who can divine the will of the Lord? The reasonings of mortals are unsure and our intentions unstable; for a perishable body presses down the soul, and this tent of clay weighs down the teeming mind. It is hard enough for us to work out what is on earth, laborious to know what lies within our reach; who, then, can discover what is in the heavens? As for your intention, who could have learnt it, had you not granted Wisdom and sent your holy spirit from above? Thus have the paths of those on earth been straightened and men been taught what pleases you, and saved, by Wisdom.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 89
R/  
O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next.
You turn men back into dust and say: “Go back, sons of men.” To your eyes a thousand years are like yesterday, come and gone, no more than a watch in the night.
You sweep men away like a dream, like grass which springs up in the morning. In the morning it springs up and flowers: by evening it withers and fades.
Make us know the shortness of our life that we may gain wisdom of heart. Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? Show pity to your servants.

In the morning, fill us with your love; we shall exult and rejoice all our days. Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: give success to the work of our hands.
THE SECOND LESSON. (Philemon 9-10. 12-17)
A reading from the letter of St Paul to Philemon.

This is Paul writing, an old man now and, what is more, still a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for a child of mine, whose father I became while wearing these chains: I mean Onesimus. I am sending him back to you, and with him – I could say – a part of my own self. I should have liked to keep him with me; he could have been a substitute for you, to help me while I am in the chains that the Good News has brought me. However, I did not want to do anything without your consent; it would have been forcing your act of kindness, which should be spontaneous. I know you have been deprived of Onesimus for a time, but it was only so that you could have him back for ever, not as a slave any more, but something much better than a slave, a dear brother; especially dear to me, but how much more to you, as a blood-brother as well as a brother in the Lord. So if all that we have in common means anything to you, welcome him as you would me.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

I call you friends, says the Lord, because I have made known to you everything I have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia! 

or 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let your face shine on your servant, and teach me your decrees.
Alleluia!
THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Luke 14: 25-33) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned and spoke to them. “If any man comes to me without hating his father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot be my disciple. Anyone who does not carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. “And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, would not first sit down and work out the cost to see if he had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and then found himself unable to finish the work, the onlookers would all start making fun of 

him and saying, ‘Here is a man who started to build and was unable to finish.’ Or again, what king marching to war against another king would not first sit down and consider whether with ten thousand men he could stand up to the other who advanced against him with twenty thousand? If not, then while the other king was still a long way off, he would send envoys to sue for peace. So in the same way, none of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his possessions.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

O God, who give us the gift of true prayer and of peace, graciously grant that, through this offering, we may do fitting homage to your divine majesty and, by partaking of the sacred mystery, we may be faithfully united in mind and heart. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
Like the deer that yearns for running streams, so my soul is yearning for you, my God; my soul is thirsting for God, the living God.
or

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

Grant that your faithful, O Lord, whom you nourish and endow with life through the food of your Word and heavenly Sacrament, may so benefit from your beloved Son’s great gifts that we may merit an eternal share in his life. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 3
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Twenty- Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

09 September 
	Monday of week 23 of the Year 

No Mass

	Tuesday

10 September
	Tuesday of week 23 of the Year
18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

11 September
	Wednesday of week 23 of the Year
10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

12 September
	Thursday of week 23 of the Year
19.30 Vespers & Benediction

	Friday

13 September 
	S John Chrysostom, Bishop, Doctor
11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

14 September
	The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
09.30 Low Mass

	Sunday

15 September
	Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Bible Study Group
Our Friday bible study will start up this coming Friday (13 Sept) at 1130, followed by mass at 1230.  Newcomers always welcome!

Ride & Stride takes place on Saturday 14 September. Church needs to be manned from 10.00 - 17.00. You can be sponsored to be a steward, or you can take part. More details and forms from Geoff Canterbury.

Heritage Weekend. Saturday 14 & Sunday 15 September. The church will be open to visitors on both days, Saturday from 10.00 to 17.00 and Sunday from 12.00 until 14.00. Please sign up to steward the church on this weekend.
2014 Pilgrimage to Walsingham; 08 – 10 August.

Deposits of £10 per person in Cash to Brenda Alderson. This reserves your place until spring 2014 when a second deposit of £20 is needed. If your circumstances change between now and May 2014 we can refund your £10 so long as we can find a replacement Pilgrim.
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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