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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 15th September 2013

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hymns: The English Hymnal
Mass Setting: Gregory Murray

Entrance Hymn: 426

Motet: O Salutaris - Gounod
Offertory Hymn: 417

Communion Hymns: 315 & 306 (pt II)

 Recessional: 387

Voluntary: Toccata and fugue Op 59 Nos 5 and 6 - Reger

Returning to God.
How can you love someone who turns their back on you and still forgive them from the heart?  The prophets remind us that God does not abandon us, even if we turn our backs on him (Micah 7:18). He calls us back to himself — over and over and over again. 

Jesus' story of the father and his two sons (sometimes called the parable of the prodigal son) is the longest parable in the gospels. What is the main point or focus of the story? Is it the contrast between an obedient and a disobedient son or is it between the warm reception given to a spendthrift son by his father and the cold reception given by the eldest son? 

Jesus contrasts the father's merciful love with the eldest son's somewhat harsh reaction to his errant brother and to the lavish party his joyful father throws for his repentant son. While the errant son had wasted his father's money, his father, nonetheless, maintained unbroken love for his son. The son, while he was away, learned a lot about himself. And he realized that his father had given him love which he had not returned. He had yet to learn about the depth of his father's love for him. His deep humiliation at finding himself obliged to feed on the husks of pigs and his reflection on all he had lost, led to his repentance and decision to declare himself guilty before his father.  While he hoped for reconciliation with his father, he could not have imagined a full restoration of relationship. The father did not need to speak words of forgiveness to his son; his actions spoke more loudly and clearly! The beautiful robe, the ring, and the festive banquet symbolize the new life — pure, worthy, and joyful — of anyone who returns to God.
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Jean Chapman, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Herbert Hinton, Phyllis Hinton, Maurice Houghton, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Diana Sarney, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Karen Slack, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Fr Ian Walter, Ann Westgarth, Nestor Williams and Angela Woodley.
Recently Departed: John Arthur Bannister

The departed: Harriet Gillmor, Martha Knight, Jack Phillips and Geoffrey Winter.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel.
COLLECT.
Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve you with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (Exodus 32: 7 -11; 13-14) 

A reading from the book of Exodus. 

The Lord spoke to Moses, "Go down now, because your people whom you brought out of Egypt have apostasised. They have been quick to leave the way I marked out for them; they have made themselves a calf of molten metal and have worshipped it and offered it sacrifice. 'Here is your God, Israel,' they have cried, 'who brought you up from the land of Egypt!' I can see how headstrong these people are! Leave me, now, my wrath shall blaze out against them and devour them; of you, however, I will make a great nation." But Moses pleaded with the Lord his God. "Lord," he said, "why should your wrath blaze out against this people of yours whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with arm outstretched and mighty hand? Remember 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, your servants to whom by your own self you swore and made this promise: I will make your offspring as many as the stars of heaven, and all this land which I promised I will give to your descendants, and it shall be their heritage for ever." So the Lord relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 50
R/  
I will leave this place and go to my father.
Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness. In your compassion blot out my offence. 

O wash me more and more from my guilt and cleanse me from my sin.
A pure heart create for me, O God, put a steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence, nor deprive me of your holy spirit.
O Lord, open my lips and my mouth shall declare your praise. 

My sacrifice is a contrite spirit; a humbled, contrite heart you will not spurn.
THE SECOND LESSON. (1 Timothy 1: 12-17) 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy. 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, and who judged me faithful enough to call me into his service even though I used to be a blasphemer and did all I could to injure and discredit the faith. Mercy, however, was shown me, because until I became a believer I had been acting in ignorance; and the grace of our Lord filled me with faith and with the love that is in Christ Jesus. Here is a saying that you can rely on and nobody should doubt: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. I myself am the greatest of them; and if mercy has been shown to me, it is because Jesus Christ meant to make me the greatest evidence of his inexhaustible patience for all the other people who would later have to trust in him to come to eternal life. To the eternal King, the undying, invisible and only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our mind, so that we can see what hope his call holds for us.
Alleluia! 

or 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled.
Alleluia!
THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Luke 15: 1-32) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

(for shorter form read between> <) 

> The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes complained. "This man", they said, "welcomes sinners and eats with them." So he spoke this parable to them: "What man among you with a hundred sheep, losing one, would not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the missing one till he found it? And when he found it, would he not joyfully take it on his shoulders and then, when he got home, call together his friends and neighbours? 'Rejoice with me,' he would say, 'I have found my sheep that was lost.' In the same way, I tell you, there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner than over ninety-nine virtuous men who have no need of repentance. "Or again, what woman with ten drachmas would not, if she lost one, light a lamp and sweep out the house and search thoroughly till she found it? And then, when she had found it, call together her friends and neighbours? 'Rejoice with me,' she would say, 'I have found the drachma I lost.' In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing among the angels of God over one 

repentant sinner." < 

He also said, "A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, 'Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come to me.' So the father divided the property between them. A few days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for a distant country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery. "When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of the local 

inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses and said, 'How many of my father's paid servants have more food than they want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your paid servants.' So he left the place and went back to his father. "While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.' But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger 

and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found.' And they began to celebrate. "Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of the servants, he asked what it was all about. 'Your brother has come,' replied the servant, 'and your father has killed the calf we had fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.' He was angry then and refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him; but he answered his father, 'Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your property - he and his women - you kill the calf we had been fattening.' "The father said, 'My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. 

But it was only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found.'" 
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Look with favour on our supplications, O Lord, and in your kindness accept these, your servants' offerings, that what each has offered to the honour of your name 

may serve the salvation of all. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
How precious is your mercy, O God! The children of men seek shelter in the shadow of your wings.
or

The chalice of blessing that we bless is a communion in the Blood of Christ; 

and the bread that we break is a sharing in the Body of the Lord.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

May the working of this heavenly gift, O Lord, we pray, take possession of our minds and bodies, so that its effects, and not our own desires, may always prevail in us. 

Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 4
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

16 September 
	Ss Cornelius, Pope & Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs 

No Mass

	Tuesday

17 September
	Tuesday of week 24 of the Year
18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

18 September
	Wednesday of week 24 of the Year
10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

19 September
	Thursday of week 24 of the Year
19.30 Vespers & Benediction

	Friday

20 September 
	Ss Andrew Kim Taegon, Priest, Paul Chong Hasang and Companion, Martyrs
11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

21 September
	S Matthew, Apostle, Evangelist
10.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

22 September
	Feast of Dedication
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Bible Study Group
Our Friday bible study continues at 1130, followed by mass at 1230.  Newcomers always welcome!

2014 Pilgrimage to Walsingham; 08 – 10 August.

Deposits of £10 per person in Cash to Brenda Alderson. This reserves your place until spring 2014 when a second deposit of £20 is needed. If your circumstances change between now and May 2014 we can refund your £10 so long as we can find a replacement Pilgrim.

Youth Pilgrimage to Walsingham:  End of July, 2014
If any young people would like to attend this or find out more information please speak to Anne Canterbury.  You must be 11 years or over.

If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.



�














