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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 29th September 2013

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hymns: The Celebration Hymnal

Mass Setting: Missa de Angelis

Entrance Hymn: 45

Motet: Ave Verum - Mozart

Offertory Hymn: 59

Communion Hymns: 663 & 606

Recessional: 16

Voluntary: Praeludium in E minor – Bruhns

Reversals of fortune.

What most absorbs your time and attention?  In Jesus words, where is your "heart fixed"? It’s a question he continually confronted people with. Jesus' parable this week contrasts a man who had everything (ironically he is nameless) and a man who had nothing, Lazarus.  In this story Jesus paints a dramatic scene of contrasts – riches and poverty, heaven and hell, compassion and indifference, inclusion and exclusion. In the end we see an abrupt and dramatic reversal of fortune. Lazarus was not only poor, but sick and unable to lift himself. He was “laid” at the gates of the rich man’s house. The dogs which licked his sores probably also stole the little bread he got for himself. Dogs in the ancient world symbolized contempt. Enduring the torment of these savage dogs only added to the poor man’s miseries and sufferings. The rich man treated the beggar with contempt and indifference, until he found his fortunes reversed at the end of his life. In God's economy, those who hold on possessively to what they have, lose it all in the end, while those who share generously receive back many times more than they gave way. The name Lazarus means God is my help. Despite a life of misfortune and suffering, Lazarus did not lose hope in God. His eyes were set on a treasure stored up for him in heaven. The rich man, however, could not see beyond his material wealth and possessions. He not only had everything he needed, he selfishly spent all he had on himself. He was too absorbed in what he possessed to notice the needs of those around him. He lost sight of God and  the treasure of heaven because he was preoccupied with seeking happiness in material things. He served wealth rather than God. In the end the rich man became a beggar.
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Jean Chapman, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Herbert Hinton, Phyllis Hinton, Maurice Houghton, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Diana Sarney, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Karen Slack, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Fr Ian Walter, Ann Westgarth, Nestor Williams and Angela Woodley.
The departed: Judi Boorman, Maria Coggs, Louis Corbin, Percy Miller (Priest), Henry Richardson, Peter Taylor and Maud Wibberley.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

All that you have done to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgement, for we have sinned against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy.
COLLECT.
O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (Amos 6: 1; 4-7)
A reading from the prophet Amos.

The almighty Lord says this: Woe to those ensconced so snugly in Zion and to those who feel so safe on the mountain of Samaria. Lying on ivory beds and sprawling on their divans, they dine on lambs from the flock, and stall-fattened veal; they bawl to the sound of the harp, they invent new instruments of music like David, they drink wine by the bowlful, and use the finest oil for anointing themselves, but about the ruin of Joseph they do not care at all. That is why they will be the first to be exiled;

the sprawlers’ revelry is over.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 145
R/  
My soul, give praise to the Lord.
or

Alleluia!
It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, who is just to those who are oppressed.

It is he who gives bread to the hungry, the Lord, who sets prisoners free.
It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, who raises up those who are bowed down.

It is the Lord who loves the just, the Lord, who protects the stranger.
He upholds the widow and orphan but thwarts the path of the wicked.

The Lord will reign for ever, Zion’s God, from age to age.
THE SECOND LESSON. (1 Timothy 6: 11-16) 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy. 

As a man dedicated to God, you must aim to be saintly and religious, filled with faith and love, patient and gentle. Fight the good fight of the faith and win for yourself the eternal life to which you were called when you made your profession and spoke up for the truth in front of many witnesses. Now, before God the source of all life and before Jesus Christ, who spoke up as a witness for the truth in front of Pontius 

Pilate, I put to you the duty of doing all that you have been told, with no faults or failures, until the Appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who at the due time will be revealedby God, the blessed and only Ruler of all, the King of kings and the Lord of lords, who alone is immortal, whose home is in inaccessible light, whom no man has seen and no man is able to see: to him be honour and everlasting power. Amen.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice, says the Lord, I know them and they follow me.
Alleluia! 

or 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Jesus Christ was rich, but he became poor for your sake, to make you rich out of his poverty.
Alleluia!
THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Luke 16: 19-31) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Jesus said to the Pharisees: “There was a rich man who used to dress in purple and fine linen and feast magnificently every day. And at his gate there lay a poor man called Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to fill himself with the scraps that fell from the rich man’s table. Dogs even came and licked his sores. Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to the bosom of Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. “In his torment in Hades he looked up and saw Abraham a long way off with Lazarus in his bosom. So he cried out, ‘Father Abraham, pity me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.’ ‘My son,’ Abraham replied, ‘remember that during your life good things came your way, just as bad things came the way of Lazarus. Now he is being comforted here while you are in agony. But that is not all: between us and you 

a great gulf has been fixed, to stop anyone, if he wanted to, crossing from our side to yours, and to stop any crossing from your side to ours.’ “The rich man replied, ‘Father, I beg you then to send Lazarus to my father’s house, since I have five brothers, to give them warning so that they do not come to this place of torment too.’ ‘They have Moses and the prophets,’ said Abraham, ‘let them listen to them.’ 

‘Ah no, father Abraham,’ said the rich man, ‘but if someone comes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ Then Abraham said to him, ‘If they will not listen either to Moses or to the prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone should rise from the dead.’” 
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS.
Grant us, O merciful God, that this our offering may find acceptance with you and that through it the wellspring of all blessing may be laid open before us. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
Remember your word to your servant, O Lord, by which you have given me hope. This is my comfort when I am brought low.
or

By this we came to know the love of God: that Christ laid down his life for us;

so we ought to lay down our lives for one another.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

May this heavenly mystery, O Lord, restore us in mind and body, that we may be coheirs in glory with Christ, to whose suffering we are united whenever we proclaim his Death. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 2
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

30 September 
	S Jerome, Priest, Doctor
No Mass

	Tuesday

01 October
	S Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin, Doctor

18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

02 October
	The Holy Guardian Angels

10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

03 October
	Thursday of week 26 of the Year
19.30 Vespers & Benediction

	Friday

04 October 
	S Francis of Assisi

11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

05 October
	Saturday of week 26 of the Year

10.00 Low Mass

12.00 Sung Mass with the Guild of the Servants of the Sanctuary

15.00 Guild Office

	Sunday

06 October
	Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Bible Study Group. Our Friday bible study continues at 1130, followed by mass at 1230.  Newcomers always welcome!

Pilgrimage to Walsingham; 08 – 10 August 2014. Deposits of £10 per person in Cash to Brenda Alderson. This reserves your place until spring 2014 when a second deposit of £20 is needed. If your circumstances change between now and May 2014 we can refund your £10 so long as we can find a replacement Pilgrim.
Youth Pilgrimage to Walsingham:  28 July – 1st August 2014

If any young people would like to attend this or find out more information please speak to Anne Canterbury.  You must be 11 years or over.
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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