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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 13th October 2013

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hymns: The English Hymnal
Mass Setting: Lourdes Mass - Lécot
Entrance Hymn: 319
Motet: O Thou the Central Orb - Wood
Offertory Hymn: 334
Communion Hymns: 320 & 327
 Recessional: 404
Voluntary: Prelude and fugue in C minor BWV 546  J. S. Bach

Asking mercy.
In our Gospel this Sunday, a group of lepers saw Jesus they made a bold request.  They didn't ask for healing, but instead asked for mercy.

The word mercy literally means "sorrowful at heart". But mercy is more than just compassion, or heartfelt sorrow at another's misfortune. While compassion empathizes with the sufferer, mercy goes further.  A merciful person shares in another's misfortune and suffering as if it were his own. And he will do everything in his power to dispel that misery.  Mercy is also connected with justice. Thomas Aquinas put it this way:

" Mercy does not destroy justice, but is a certain kind of fulfillment of justice. ..Mercy without justice is the mother of dissolution; and justice without mercy is cruelty."  

So what is the significance of these ten lepers asking for mercy? They know they are in need of healing, not just physical, but spiritual healing as well.  They approach Jesus with contrition and faith because they believe that he can release the burden of guilt and suffering and make restoration of body and soul possible. Their request for mercy is both a plea for pardon and release from suffering. Jesus gives mercy to all who ask with faith and contrition.

Why did only one leper out of ten  — a Samaritan whom the Jews despised as a people worse than pagans — return to show gratitude? Gratefulness is related to grace — a word which literally means the release of loveliness. Gratitude is the homage of the heart which responds with graciousness in expressing an act of thanksgiving. The Samaritan approached Jesus reverently and gave praise to God. If we do not recognize and appreciate the mercy shown us we will be ungrateful.
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Jean Chapman, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Herbert Hinton, Phyllis Hinton, Dylan Hopkins, Maurice Houghton, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Diana Sarney, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Karen Slack, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Fr Ian Walter, Ann Westgarth, Nestor Williams and Angela Woodley.
The departed: William Holt, Kate Manning, Bertram de la Perelle, Annie Smith, Agnes Smith and Stanley Smith.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found forgiveness, O God of Israel.
COLLECT.
May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (2 Kings 5: 14-17)

A reading from the second book of the Kings,

Naaman the leper went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, as Elisha had told him to do. And his flesh became clean once more like the flesh of a little child, Returning to Elisha with his whole escort, he went in and stood before him. "Now I know", he said, "that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel. Now, please, accept a present from your servant." But Elisha replied, "As the Lord lives, whom I serve, I will accept nothing." Naaman pressed him to accept, but he refused. Then Naaman said, "Since your answer is 'No,' allow your servant to be given as much earth as two mules may carry, because your servant will no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice to any god except the Lord."
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 97
R/  
The Lord has shown his salvation to the nations. 
Sing a new song to the Lord for he has worked wonders.

His right hand and his holy arm have brought salvation.
The Lord has made known his salvation; has shown his justice to the nations.

He has remembered his truth and love for the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Shout to the Lord all the earth, ring out your joy.
THE SECOND LESSON. (2 Timothy 2: 8-13)

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy.

Remember the Good News that I carry, "Jesus Christ risen from the dead, sprung from the race of David"; it is on account of this that I have my own hardships to bear, even to being chained like a criminal - but they cannot chain up God's news. So I bear it all for the sake of those who are chosen, so that in the end they may have the salvation that is in Christ Jesus and the eternal glory that comes with it. Here is a saying that you can rely on: If we have died with him, then we shall live with him.

If we hold firm, then we shall reign with him. If we disown him, then he will disown us. We may be unfaithful, but he is always faithful, for he cannot disown his own self.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life: you have the message of eternal life.
Alleluia! 

or 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

For all things give thanks, because this is what God expects you to do in Christ Jesus.
Alleluia!
THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Luke 17: 11-19) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus travelled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. As he entered one of the villages, ten lepers came to meet him. They stood some way off and called to him, "Jesus! Master! Take pity on us." When he saw them he said, "Go and show yourselves to the priests." Now as they were going away they were cleansed. Finding himself cured, one of them turned back praising God at the top of his voice and threw himself at the feet of Jesus and thanked him. The man was a Samaritan. This made Jesus say, "Were not all ten made clean? The other nine, where are they? It seems that no one has come back to give praise to God, except this foreigner." And he said to the man, "Stand up and go on your way. Your faith has saved you."
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS.
Accept, O Lord, the prayers of your faithful with the sacrificial offerings, that, through these acts of devotedness, we may pass over to the glory of heaven.

Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
The rich suffer want and go hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack no blessing.
or

When the Lord appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

We entreat your majesty most humbly, O Lord, that, as you feed us with the nourishment which comes from the most holy Body and Blood of your Son, so you may make us sharers of his divine nature. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.
Psalter Week 4
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

14 October 
	Monday of week 28 of the Year
No Mass

	Tuesday

15 October
	S Teresa of Jesus, Virgin, Doctor
18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

16 October
	Wednesday of week 28 of the Year

10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

17 October
	S Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop, Martyr
19.30 Vespers & Benediction

	Friday

18 October 
	S Luke the Evangelist
11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

19 October
	Saturday of week 28 of the Year

09.00 Forward in Faith National Assembly

	Sunday

20 October
	Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Back to Church Sunday)
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Bible Study Group. Our Friday bible study continues at 1130, followed by mass at 1230.  Newcomers always welcome!
Youth Pilgrimage to Walsingham:  28 July – 1st August 2014

If any young people would like to attend this or find out more information please speak to Anne Canterbury.  You must be 11 years or over.
Web Ivory Catalogues:  The Bell ringers have placed some Web Ivory catalogues at the back of church. Do please take one to have a look, and return when you have finished with it. Any Orders should be given to Joyce or Keith Vernon.
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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