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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 20th October 2013

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hymns: The English Hymnal
Mass Setting: Gregory Murray
Entrance Hymn: 402
Motet: 

Offertory Hymn: 470
Communion Hymns: 318 & 107
 Recessional: 259
Voluntary: 

Justice, vindication and faith.

In our Gospel this Sunday Jesus asks a haunting question: "when the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on earth?"

He begins by telling us a parable about a shameless and unjust judge pitted against a crusty and pestering woman.  The story teaches us about justice and vindication in the kingdom of God.  Jesus tells a story that is all too true — a defenceless widow is taken advantaged of and refused her rights. Through sheer persistence she wears down an unscrupulous judge until he gives her justice. Persistence pays off, and that's especially true for those who trust in God. Jesus illustrates how God as our Judge is much quicker to bring us his justice, blessing, and help when we need it. But we can easily lose heart and forget to ask him for his grace and help.  Jesus told this parable to give fresh hope and confidence to his disciples. In this present life we can expect trials and adversity, but we are not without hope in God. The Last Judgment will reveal that God's justice triumphs over all the injustices perpetrated by his creatures and that God's love is stronger than death. 

And then Jesus ends with his haunting question. Will you and I have faith — the faith that perseveres to the end — when Jesus returns in glory to judge the living and the dead?  Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes to us.  If we want to live, grow, and persevere in the faith until the end, then we must nourish it with the word of God and ask the Lord to increase it.

OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Jean Chapman, George Forsyth, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Herbert Hinton, Phyllis Hinton, Dylan Hopkins, Maurice Houghton, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Diana Sarney, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Karen Slack, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Fr Ian Walter, Ann Westgarth, Nestor Williams and Angela Woodley.
The departed: Hilda Beaumont, Elizabeth Green, Edward Matchwick and Katie Walker.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me.
COLLECT.
Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may always conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (Exodus 17: 8-13) 

A reading from the book of Exodus. 

The Amalekites came and attacked Israel at Rephidim. Moses said to Joshua, "Pick out men for yourself, and tomorrow morning march out to engage Amalek. I, meanwhile, will stand on the hilltop, the staff of God in my hand." Joshua did as Moses told him and marched out to engage Amalek, while Moses and Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill. As long as Moses kept his arms raised, Israel had the advantage; when he let his arms fall, the advantage went to Amalek. But Moses' arms grew heavy, so they took a stone and put it under him and on this he sat, Aaron and Hur supporting his arms, one on one side, one on the other; and his arms remained firm till sunset. With the edge of the sword Joshua cut down Amalek and his people.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 120
R/  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
I lift up my eyes to the mountains: from where shall come my help? 

My help shall come from the Lord who made heaven and earth.
May he never allow you to stumble! Let him sleep not, your guard. 

No, he sleeps not nor slumbers, Israel's guard.
The Lord is your guard and your shade; at your right side he stands. 

By day the sun shall not smite you nor the moon in the night.
The Lord will guard you from evil, he will guard your soul. 

The Lord will guard your going and coming both now and for ever.
THE SECOND LESSON. (2 Timothy 3: 14 – 4: 2)

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy.

You must keep to what you have been taught and know to be true; remember who your teachers were, and how, ever since you were a child, you have known the holy scriptures - from these you can learn the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and can profitably be used for teaching, for refuting error, for guiding people's lives and teaching them to be holy. This is how the man who is dedicated to God becomes fully equipped and ready for any good work. Before God and before Christ Jesus who is to be judge of the living and the dead, I put this duty to you, in the name of his Appearing and of his kingdom: proclaim the message and, welcome or unwelcome, insist on it. Refute falsehood, correct error, call to obedience - but do all with patience and with the 

intention of teaching.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our mind, so that we can see what hope his call holds for us.
Alleluia! 

or 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The word of God is something alive and active; it can judge secret emotions and thoughts.
Alleluia!
THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Luke 18: 1-8) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about the need to pray continually and never lose heart. "There was a judge in a certain town", he said, "who had neither fear of God nor respect for man. In the same town there was a widow who kept on coming to him and saying, 'I want justice from you against my enemy!' For a long time he refused, but at last he said to himself, 'Maybe I have neither fear of God nor respect for man, but since she keeps pestering me I must give this widow her just rights, or she will persist in coming and worry me to death.'" And the Lord said, "You notice what the unjust judge has to say? Now will not God see justice done to his chosen who cry to him day and night even when he delays to help them? I promise you, he will see justice done to them, and done speedily. But when the Son of Man comes, will he find any faith on earth?"
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS.
Grant us, Lord, we pray, a sincere respect for your gifts, that, through the purifying action of your grace, we may be cleansed by the very mysteries we serve. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, who hope in his merciful love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine.
or

The Son of Man has come to give his life as a ransom for many.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

Grant, O Lord, we pray, that, benefiting from participation in heavenly things, we may be helped by what you give in this present age 

and prepared for the gifts that are eternal. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 1
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

21 October 
	Monday of week 29 of the Year
No Mass

	Tuesday

22 October
	Tuesday of week 29 of the Year 
18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

23 October
	Wednesday of week 29 of the Year

10.30 Low Mass
19.00 Low Mass followed by PCC Meeting

	Thursday

24 October
	Thursday of week 29 of the Year 
19.30 Vespers & Benediction

	Friday

25 October 
	Friday of week 29 of the Year 
11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

26 October
	Saturday of week 29 of the Year

10.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

27 October
	Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Back to Church Sunday)
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Ian is away this week, so we welcome Timothy Hora who is playing the organ for us.

Bible Study Group. Our Friday bible study continues at 1130, followed by mass at 1230.  Newcomers always welcome!
Web Ivory Catalogues:  The Bell ringers have placed some Web Ivory catalogues at the back of church. Do please take one to have a look, and return when you have finished with it. Any Orders should be given to Joyce or Keith Vernon.
BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY

On Sunday 27 October we will be observing "Back to Church Sunday."  Please use this opportunity to send an email or phone call - or a message in person - to any friends or family members that might appreciate an excuse to come back to Church!
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
�








