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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 27th October 2013

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Hymns: The English Hymnal
Mass Setting: Gregory Murray
Entrance Hymn: 152
Motet: 

Offertory Hymn: 365
Communion Hymns: 602 & 593
 Recessional: 437
Voluntary: 

Two kinds of prayer.

What kind of prayer is pleasing to God? In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus tells a vivid story of two people who went to the house of God to pray. Why did the Lord accept one person’s prayer and reject the other’s prayer? Luke gives us a hint: despising one’s neighbour closes the door to God’s heart. Contempt is more than being mean-minded. It springs from the assumption that one is qualified to sit in the seat of judgment and to ascertain who is good and just. 

Jesus' story caused offense for those who regarded "tax collectors" as unworthy of God's grace and favour. How could Jesus put down a "religious leader" and raise up a "public sinner"? Jesus' parable speaks about the nature of prayer and our relationship with God. It does this by contrasting two very different attitudes towards prayer. The Pharisee, who represented those who take pride in their religious practices, exalted himself at the expense of others. Absorbed with his own sense of self-satisfaction and self-congratulation he mainly prayed with himself. His prayer consisted of prideful boasts of what he did and of disdain for those he despised. The Pharisee tried to justify himself; but only God can justify. The tax collector, who represented those despised by religious people, humbled himself before God and begged for mercy.  His prayer was heard by God because he had remorse for his sins. He sought God with humility rather than with pride.

This parable presents both an opportunity and a warning. Pride leads to illusion and self-deception. Humility helps us to see ourselves as we really are and it inclines us to God's grace and mercy.
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Jean Chapman, George Forsyth, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Herbert Hinton, Phyllis Hinton, Dylan Hopkins, Maurice Houghton, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Diana Sarney, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Karen Slack, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Fr Ian Walter, Ann Westgarth, Nestor Williams and Angela Woodley.
The departed: Lilly Allen, Joyce Dowding, Cecil Howlett, Meg Manning, George Richardson and Mabel Whitehouse.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; 

constantly seek his face.
COLLECT.
Almighty ever-living God, increase our faith, hope and charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (Ecclesiasticus 35: 12-14; 16-19) 

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus. 

The Lord is a judge who is no respecter of personages. He shows no respect of personages to the detriment of a poor man, he listens to the plea of the injured party. He does not ignore the orphan's supplication, nor the widow's as she pours out her story. The man who with his whole heart serves God will be accepted, his petitions will carry to the clouds. The humble man's prayer pierces the clouds, 

until it arrives he is inconsolable, nor will he desist until the Most High takes notice of him, acquits the virtuous and delivers judgement. And the Lord will not be slow, 

nor will he be dilatory on their behalf.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 33
R/  
This poor man called; the Lord heard him. 
I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise always on my lips; 

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. The humble shall hear and be glad.
The Lord turns his face against the wicked to destroy their remembrance from the earth. 

The just call and the Lord hears and rescues them in all their distress.
The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; those whose spirit is crushed he will save. 

The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. Those who hide in him shall not be condemned.
THE SECOND LESSON. (2 Timothy 4: 6-8; 16-18)

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to Timothy.

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has come for me to be gone. I have fought the good fight to the end; I have run the race to the finish; I have kept the faith; all there is to come now is the crown of righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only to me but to all those who have longed for his Appearing. The first time I had to present my defence, there was not a single witness to support me. Every one of them deserted me - may they not be held accountable for it. But the Lord stood by me and gave me power, so that through me the whole message might be proclaimed for all the pagans to hear; and so I was rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from all evil attempts on me, and bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom to mere children.
Alleluia! 

or 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled.
Alleluia!
THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Luke 18: 9-14) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Jesus spoke the following parable to some people who prided themselves on being virtuous and despised everyone else. "Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood there and said this prayer to himself, 'I thank you, God, that I am not grasping, unjust, adulterous like the rest of mankind, and particularly that I am not like this tax collector here. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes on all I get.' The tax collector stood some distance away, not daring even to raise his eyes to heaven; but he beat his breast and said, 'God, be merciful to me, a sinner.' This man, I tell you, went home again at rights with God.The other did not. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the man who humbles himself will be exalted."
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS.
Look, we pray, O Lord, on the offerings we make to your majesty, that whatever is done by us in your service may be directed above all to your glory. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
We will ring out our joy at your saving help and exult in the name of our God.
or

Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, as a fragrant offering to God.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

May your Sacraments, O Lord, we pray, perfect in us what lies within them, that what we now celebrate in signs 

we may one day possess in truth. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 2
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

(Back to Church Sunday)

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

28 October 
	Ss Simon & Jude, Apostles
No Mass

	Tuesday

29 October
	Tuesday of week 39 of the Year 
18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

30 October
	Wednesday of week 30 of the Year

10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

31 October
	Thursday of week 30 of the Year 
19.30 Vigil of All Saints

	Friday

01 November 
	All Saints

11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

19.30 Feast of Title at All Saints

	Saturday

02 November
	All Souls

12.00 Requiem Mass

	Sunday

03 November
	Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Ian is away this week, so we welcome Timothy Hora who is playing the organ for us.

Bible Study Group. Our Friday bible study continues at 1130, followed by mass at 1230.  Newcomers always welcome!
Web Ivory Catalogues:  The Bell ringers have placed some Web Ivory catalogues at the back of church. Do please take one to have a look, and return when you have finished with it. Any Orders should be given to Joyce or Keith Vernon.
ALL SAINTS: This year we will once again join All Saints Church, Reading for their Feast of Title on Friday, 1 Nov at 19,30.  For those unable to attend, we will also celebrate the Vigil of All Saints on Thursday 31 Oct at 19.30, and we will have our usual Low Mass at 12.30 on Friday.

ALL SOULS: Since All Souls Day falls upon a Saturday this year, we will have a requiem mass with hymns at 12.00.  There is a list of the names of those we want to remember on the piano in the south aisle of the nave - please check this list for the names of those you would like to be remembered at the altar.
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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