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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 3rd November 2013

Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Hymns: The English Hymnal
Mass Setting: Gregory Murray
Entrance Hymn: 204
Motet: 

Offertory Hymn: 641
Communion Hymns: 147 & 308
 Recessional: 519
Voluntary: 

Climbing the cross.
This Sunday we hear the story of Zacchaeus in the Gospel.  Saint Augustine urges us to climb the sycamore tree, like Zacchaeus, that we might see Jesus and embrace his cross for our lives:

Zacchaeus climbed away from the crowd and saw Jesus without the crowd getting in his way. The crowd laughs… but he ignored the crowd that was getting in his way. He instead climbed a sycamore tree, a tree of “silly fruit.” As the apostle says, “We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block indeed to the Jews, [now notice the sycamore] but folly to the Gentiles.” 
Let Zacchaeus grasp the sycamore tree, and let the humble person climb the cross. That is little enough, merely to climb it. We must not be ashamed of the cross of Christ, but we must fix it on our foreheads, where the seat of shame is. Above where all our blushes show is the place we must firmly fix that for which we should never blush. As for you, I rather think you make fun of the sycamore, and yet that is what has enabled me to see Jesus. You make fun of the sycamore, because you are just a person, but “the foolishness of God is wiser than men.”
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Jean Chapman, George Forsyth, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Herbert Hinton, Phyllis Hinton, Maurice Houghton, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Diana Sarney, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Karen Slack, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Fr Ian Walter, Ann Westgarth, Nestor Williams and Angela Woodley.
The departed: Tristan Antony, Ada Clements, Herbert Mumford, Albert Provins, John Richards (Bishop) and Reynold Thomas.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

Forsake me not, O Lord, my God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my strong salvation!
COLLECT.
Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful offer you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may hasten without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (Wisdom 11: 22 - 12: 2) 

A reading from the book of Wisdom. 

In your sight, Lord, the whole world is like a grain of dust that tips the scales, like a drop of morning dew falling on the ground. Yet you are merciful to all, because you can do all things and overlook men's sins so that they can repent. Yes, you love all that exists, you hold nothing of what you have made in abhorrence, for had you hated anything, you would not have formed it. And how, had you not willed it, could a thing persist, how be conserved if not called forth by you? You spare all things because all things are yours, Lord, lover of life, you whose imperishable spirit is in all. Little by little, therefore, you correct those who offend, you admonish and remind them of how they have sinned, so that they may abstain from evil and trust in you, Lord.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 144
R/  
I will bless your name for ever, O God my King. 
I will give you glory, O God my King, I will bless your name for ever. 

I will bless you day after day and praise your name for ever.
The Lord is kind and full of compassion, slow to anger, abounding in love. 

How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all his creatures.
All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord, and your friends shall repeat their blessing.

They shall speak of the glory of your reign and declare your might, O God. 

The Lord is faithful in all his words and loving in all his deeds. 

The Lord supports all who fall and raises all who are bowed down.
THE SECOND LESSON. (2 Thessalonians 1: 11 - 2: 2) 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians. 

We pray continually that our God will make you worthy of his call, and by his power fulfil all your desires for goodness and complete all that you have been doing through faith; because in this way the name of our Lord Jesus Christ will be glorified in you and you in him, by the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. To turn now, brothers, to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and how we shall all be gathered round him: please do not get excited too soon or alarmed by any prediction or rumour or any letter claiming to come from us, implying that the Day of the Lord has already arrived.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessings on the King who comes, in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven 

and glory in the highest heavens!
Alleluia! 

or 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son so that anyone who believes in him may have eternal life.
Alleluia!
THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Luke 19: 1-10) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

Jesus entered Jericho and was going through the town when a man whose name was Zacchaeus made his appearance; he was one of the senior tax collectors and a wealthy man. He was anxious to see what kind of man Jesus was, but he was too short and could not see him for the crowd; so he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to catch a glimpse of Jesus who was to pass that way. When Jesus reached the spot he looked up and spoke to him: "Zacchaeus, come down. Hurry, because I must stay at your house today." And he hurried down and welcomed him joyfully. They all complained when they saw what was happening. "He has gone to stay at a sinner's house," they said. But Zacchaeus stood his ground and said to the Lord, "Look, sir, I am going to give half my property to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody I will pay him back four times the amount." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man too is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek out and save what was lost."
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS.
May these sacrificial offerings, O Lord, become for you a pure oblation, and for us a holy outpouring of your mercy. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in your presence, O Lord.
or

Just as the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me shall have life because of me, says the Lord.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

May the working of your power, O Lord, increase in us, we pray, so that, renewed by these heavenly Sacraments, 

we may be prepared by your gift for receiving what they promise. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 3
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

04 November 
	S Charles Borromeo, Bishop

No Mass

	Tuesday

05 November
	Tuesday of week 31 of the Year 
18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

06 November
	Wednesday of week 31 of the Year

10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

07 November
	Thursday of week 31 of the Year 
19.30 Vigil of All Saints

	Friday

08 November 
	Friday of week 31 of the Year 
11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

09 November
	Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
12.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

10 November
	Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Remembrance Sunday)
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Ian is away this week, so we welcome Timothy Hora who is playing the organ for us.

Christmas shoeboxes! This year we are again going to participate in "Operation Christmas Child". We are all invited to put together a shoe-box full of gifts for a needy child. Start thinking about it. See Madeleine Harris for more details. BOXES TO BE IN CHURCH BY SUNDAY 10 NOVEMBER 2013.
Web Ivory Catalogues:  The Bell ringers have placed some Web Ivory catalogues at the back of church. Do please take one to have a look, and return when you have finished with it. Any Orders should be given to Joyce or Keith Vernon.
ADVENT CAROLS: We will be having an Advent lessons and carols service this year on the first Sunday in Advent (1 Dec) at 4pm.  It is a wonderful way of beginning the season of preparation for Christmas.  Put the time in your calendar! 

THIS TUESDAY NIGHT AT THE VICARAGE!!!  Following our 6pm mass this Tuesday, all are welcome to come to the vicarage for our annual celebration of Guy Fawkes Day.  Fireworks and bonfire (in the hearth).  Bring some food and wine to share!
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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