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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 17th November 2013

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Hymns: The English Hymnal
Mass Setting: Lourdes Mass - Lécot
Entrance Hymn: 408
Motet: 

Offertory Hymn: 441
Communion Hymns: 367 & 312
 Recessional: 507

Voluntary: Fugue in E flat ( St Anne) – J. S. Bach
Holy Endurance.

In our Gospel this Sunday, Jesus tells his disciples that if they endure to the end they will gain their lives – they will see God's salvation and inherit eternal life and happiness with God. Endurance is more than human effort and perseverance. It is a supernatural gift of the Holy Spirit which enables us to bear up under any trial, temptation, and form of persecution.  Endurance is strengthened with hope – the supernatural assurance that we will see God face to face and inherit all the promises he has made. Jesus is our Great Exemplar, as Jeremy Taylor called him.  Jesus endured the cross for our sake. "God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). Jesus willingly shed his blood for our sake and for our salvation and he calls us to lay down our lives for one another and to take up our cross in like manner.

The word "martyr" in the New Testament Greek means "witness". The Book of Revelations says that "Jesus was the faithful witness ...who freed us from our sins by his blood". Tertullian, a second century lawyer who converted when he saw Christians singing as they went out to die by the hands of their persecutors, exclaimed: "The blood of the martyrs is seed." Their blood is the seed of new Christians, the seed of the church. The third century bishop, Cyprian said: "When persecution comes, God's soldiers are put to the test, and heaven is open to martyrs. We have not enlisted in an army to think of peace and to decline battle, for we see that the Lord has taken first place in the conflict." True martyrs live and die as witnesses of the gospel. They overcome their enemies through persevering hope and courage, undying love and forebearance, kindness, goodness, and compassion.

St. Augustine of Hippo wrote, "The martyrs were bound, jailed, scourged, racked, burned, rent, butchered – and they multiplied!" Why is this the case? The Christian martyrs witnessed to the truth, joy, and freedom of the gospel, by their lives, their testimony, and by the shedding of their own blood for the name of Christ.
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Jean Chapman, Jennifer Davis, George Forsyth, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Herbert Hinton, Phyllis Hinton, Maurice Houghton, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Diana Sarney, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Karen Slack, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Fr Ian Walter, Ann Westgarth, Nestor Williams and Angela Woodley.
The departed: Willis Brooks, Doris Howman, Mary MacDonnell, Nellie Swain and Freda Wicks.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer you, and I will lead back your captives from every place.
COLLECT.
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of being devoted to you, 

for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (Malachi 3: 19-20) 

A reading from the prophet Malachi. 

The day is coming now, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and the evil-doers will be like stubble. The day that is coming is going to burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, leaving them neither root nor stalk. But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness will shine out with healing in its rays.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 97
R/  
The Lord comes to rule the peoples with fairness.
Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp with the sound of music. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn acclaim the King, the Lord.
Let the sea and all within it, thunder; the world, and all its peoples. 

Let the rivers clap their hands and the hills ring out their joy at the presence of the Lord.
For the Lord comes, he comes to rule the earth. 

He will rule the world with justice and the peoples with fairness.
THE SECOND LESSON. (2 Thessalonians 3: 7-12) 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians. 

You know how you are supposed to imitate us: now we were not idle when we were with you, nor did we ever have our meals at anyone's table without paying for them; no, we worked night and day, slaving and straining, so as not to be a burden on any of you. This was not because we had no right to be, but in order to make ourselves an example for you to follow. We gave you a rule when we were with you: not to let anyone have any food if he refused to do any work. Now we hear that there are some of you who are living in idleness, doing no work themselves but interfering with everyone else's. In the Lord Jesus Christ, we order and call on people of this kind to go on quietly working and earning the food that they eat
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to stand with confidence 

before the Son of Man.
Alleluia! 

or 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Stand erect, hold your heads high, because your liberation is near at hand.
Alleluia!
THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Luke 21: 5-19) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

When some were talking about the Temple, remarking how it was adorned with fine stonework and votive offerings, Jesus said, "All these things you are staring at now - the time will come when not a single stone will be left on another: everything will be 

destroyed." And they put to him this question: "Master," they said, "when will this happen, then, and what sign will there be that this is about to take place?" "Take care not to be deceived," he said, "because many will come using my name and saying, ‘I am he,' and, 'The time is near at hand.' Refuse to join them. And when you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened, for this is something that must 

happen but the end is not so soon." Then he said to them, "Nation will fight against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes and plagues and famines here and there; there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven. 

"But before all this happens, men will seize you and persecute you; they will hand you over to the synagogues and to imprisonment, and bring you before kings and governors because of my name - and that will be your opportunity to bear witness. 

Keep this carefully in mind: you are not to prepare your defence, because I myself shall give you an eloquence and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relations and friends; and some of you will be put to death. You will be hated by all men on account of my name, but not a hair of your head will be lost. Your endurance will win you your lives."
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS.
Grant, O Lord, we pray, that what we offer in the sight of your majesty may obtain for us the grace of being devoted to you and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord.
or

Amen, I say to you: Whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you will receive, 

and it shall be given to you, says the Lord.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery, humbly imploring, O Lord, 

that what your Son commanded us to do in memory of him may bring us growth in charity. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 1
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

18 November 
	Monday of week 33 of the Year
No Mass

	Tuesday

19 November
	Tuesday of week 33 of the Year   
18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

20 November
	Wednesday of week 33 of the Year

10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

21 November
	Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
19.00 Low Mass
19.30 Cloud of Witnesses talk

	Friday

22 November 
	S Cecilia, Virgin, Martyr  
11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

23 November
	Saturday of week 33 of the Year 
10.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

24 November
	Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Cloud of Witnesses talk this Thursday evening  The second in our series on the lives of the Saints, Fr Graeme Fancourt of St Luke's, Reading will talk about Saint Uncumbre, a very peculiar saints with a lot to teach us!  The talk is at 7.30pm (preceeded by low mass at 7pm)  All welcome.
ADVENT CAROLS: We will be having an Advent lessons and carols service this year on Advent Sunday (1 Dec) at 18.30. It is a wonderful way of beginning the season of preparation for Christmas. Put the time in your calendar! 

THE BISHOP TO VISIT. The Rt Rev'd Jonathan Goodall, Bishop of Ebbsfleet, will be joining us on Advent Sunday (1 Dec) to Celebrate the Lord's Supper and preach.
If you require a Church Calendar, Anne Canterbury needs your order TODAY.  She now has the opportunity to obtain Wall calendars at £8 each, which will need to be pre-ordered.  Desk calendars are still available at £5. Please see Anne Canterbury TODAY.

Church Cleaning. This will be undertaken on Saturday 30 November, in advance of the Bishops visit and for Christmas. All help on this day would be appreciated. Peter Bloomfield is co-ordinating.
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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