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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831

Churchwardens:  Sue Mott & Peter Bloomfield

sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 21st April 2013

4th Sunday of Easter

Hymns: The English Hymnal
Mass Setting: German Mass - Schubert
Entrance Hymn: 127
Motet: 

Offertory Hymn: 309
Communion Hymns: 321 & 335
 Recessional: 134
Voluntary: Prelude and fugue in G BWV 541 – J.S. Bach
The shepherd of our souls.
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me." John 10.27
Jesus promised us a life that would know no end. Death would not be the end but the beginning. Jesus promised a life that is secure. He said that nothing would snatch us out of his hand, not even sorrow and death, since he is everlasting life itself. Our lives are safe in his hands.
The security Jesus offers is an abiding relationship with God, and membership within his flock, the people of God. He also promises the security of peace and protection from evil and the greatest harm that could befall us – eternal destruction. The Lord doesn't spare us from all trouble. In this life we will experience pain, suffering, sickness, and death. But through these the Lord will lead us to ultimate victory and safety in his everlasting home. Even in the midst of our sufferings we can find a peace and security which no one can give except God alone. We can confidently follow the Lord wherever he leads, trusting that nothing can keep us from God if we surrender our lives to him.
Cyril of Alexandria (376-444 AD), a noted theologian, bishop, and prolific writer, comments on Jesus as our Good Shepherd:
“He shows in what manner a shepherd may be proved good; and He teaches that he must be prepared to give up his life fighting in defense of his sheep, which was fulfilled in Christ. For man has departed from the love of God, and fallen into sin, and because of this was, I say, excluded from the divine abode of paradise, and when he was weakened by that disaster, he yielded to the devil tempting him to sin, and death following that sin he became the prey of fierce and ravenous wolves. But after Christ was announced as the True Shepherd of all men, He laid down his life for us (1 John 3:16), fighting for us against that pack of inhuman beasts. He bore the Cross for us, that by His own death he might destroy death. He was condemned for us, that He might deliver all of us from the sentence of punishment: the tyranny of sin being overthrown by our faith: fastening to the Cross the decree that stood against us, as it is written (Colossians 2:14). Therefore as the father of sin had as it were shut up the sheep in hell, giving them to death to feed on, as it is written in the psalms (Ps. Xlviii.16), He died for us as truly Good, and truly our Shepherd, so that the dark shadow of death driven away He might join us to the company of the blessed in heaven; and in exchange for abodes that lie far in the depths of the pit, and in the hidden places of the sea, grant us mansions in His Father’s House above. Because of this he says to us in another place: Fear not, little flock, for it has pleased your Father to give you a kingdom (Luke 12:32).
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY

Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Herbert Hinton, Maurice Houghton, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Dianne Sarney, Elizabeth Sayer, Joan Shepherd, Sheena Sixsmith, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Isabel Webber, Ann Westgarth, and Nestor Williams. 

The departed: Frederick Allen, Daisy Barnes, Gerald East, Albert Guy, Isabel Norris, Edwin Stiles, Theodore Thorpe (Priest), Louise White.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia.
COLLECT.
Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in the joys of heaven, so that the humble flock may reach where the brave Shepherd has gone before. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (Acts 13: 14; 43-52) 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Paul and Barnabas carried on from Perga till they reached Antioch in Pisidia. Here they went to synagogue on the sabbath and took their seats. When the meeting broke up, many Jews and devout converts joined Paul and Barnabas, and in their talks with them Paul and Barnabas urged them to remain faithful to the grace God had given them. The next sabbath almost the whole town assembled to hear the 

word of God. When they saw the crowds, the Jews, prompted by jealousy, used blasphemies and contradicted everything Paul said. Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly. "We had to proclaim the word of God to you first, but since you have rejected it, since you do not think yourselves worthy of eternal life, we must turn to the pagans. For this is what the Lord commanded us to do when he said: I have made you a light for the nations, so that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth." It made the pagans very happy to hear this and they thanked the Lord for his message; all who were destined for eternal life became believers. Thus the word of the Lord spread through the whole countryside. But the Jews worked upon some of the devout women of the upper classes and the leading men of the city and persuaded them to turn against Paul and Barnabas and expel them from their 

territory. So they shook the dust from their feet in defiance and went off to Iconium; but the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 99
R/  We are his people, the sheep of his flock.
or  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. Come before him, singing for joy.
Know that he, the Lord, is God. 

He made us, we belong to him, we are his people, the sheep of his flock.
Indeed, how good is the Lord, eternal his merciful love. 

He is faithful from age to age.
THE SECOND LESSON. (Apocalypse 7: 9; 14-17)
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse.

I, John, saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and language; they were standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their hands. One of the elders said to me, "These are the people who have been through the great persecution, and because they have washed their robes white again in the blood of the Lamb, they now stand in front of God's throne and serve him day and night in his sanctuary; and the One who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. They will never hunger or thirst again; neither the sun nor scorching wind will ever plague them, because the Lamb who is at the throne will be their shepherd and will lead them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away all tears from their eyes."
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; I know my own sheep and my own know me.
Alleluia!
THE HOLY GOSPEL. (John 10: 27-30)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
Jesus said: "The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice; . I know them and they follow me. I give them eternal life; they will never be lost and no one will ever steal them from me. The Father who gave them to me is greater than anyone, and no one can steal from the Father. The Father and I are one."
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

Grant, we pray, O Lord, that we may always find delight in these paschal mysteries, 

so that the renewal constantly at work within us may be the cause of our unending joy. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his life for his sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

Look upon your flock, kind Shepherd, and be pleased to settle in eternal pastures 

the sheep you have redeemed by the Precious Blood of your Son. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.
Psalter Week 4
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Fourth  Sunday of Easter

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

22 April 
	Monday of the 4th week of Easter

No Mass

	Tuesday

23 April
	S George, Martyr, Patron of England
17.00 Installation of Bp Jonathan into the See of Fulham,
St Paul's Cathedral

	Wednesday

24 April 
	Wednesday of the 4th  week of Easter

10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

25 April 
	S Mark, Evangelist
19.30 Patronal Festival at St Mark's Reading

	Friday

26 April 
	Friday of the 4th  week of Easter

11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

27 April 
	Saturday of the 4th  week of Easter

10.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

28 April
	Fifth Sunday of Easter

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
PLEASE DO NOT FORGET TO RETURN YOUR LENT BOXES. We would like to have them all in by the end of April.
SUNDAY 12 MAY; May Devotion 16:00, with procession of BVM, etc, followed by Tea. Preacher will be Bishop Lindsay Urwin.
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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