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S GILES-IN-READING
Sunday 10th March 2013

Fourth Sunday of Lent & Mothering Sunday
Hymns:  The Celebration Hymnal
Mass Setting: Plainsong
Entrance Hymn: 64
Motet: Almighty & Everlasting God - Gibbons
Offertory Hymn: 398
Communion Hymns: 72 & 706
 Recessional: 74
Voluntary: Sonata No 3 in A (1st Movt) – Mendelssohn
Rejoice Jerusalem!

Rejoice Jerusalem, and all who love her.
Be joyful, all who were in mourning;
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. Entrance Antiphon
“Rejoice Jerusalem”. That is the ancient introit verse for this Fourth Sunday in Lent, and from its first Latin word, “Laetare”, today is sometimes called “Laetare Sunday”. In the toils of our earthly pilgrimage as we make our way towards the Jerusalem of Christ’s passion, we are called to look up and be refreshed by the vision of our spiritual home, the heavenly Jerusalem. In one of S Paul's epistles he calls Jerusalem "the mother of us all” so this day has traditionally been observed, especially here in Britain, as Mother’s Day, or “Mothering Sunday”.
Next Sunday, we enter upon the season of passiontide. The Church’s calendar moves us towards a point of crisis: the dying of the Son of God. This Fourth Sunday in Lent, the Church “mothers” us. She prepares us to meet that crisis, to face it honestly and steadily, by establishing a certain perspective of promise, made so profoundly clear in the story of the Prodigal Son, and in our second lesson. 
The Church sets before us a vision of a final and eternal good. "In Christ," S Paul says in our Epistle, we will "become the goodness of God." It is a vision of the heavenly city, against which the gates of hell shall not prevail. By that vision our faith and hope are sustained and fortified; and even through the darkness and apparent hopelessness of Passiontide, we are to rejoice with the heavenly Jerusalem; and our love is to be “be satisfied at her consoling breast.”
“For thus says the Lord; As one whom his mother comforts, so will I comfort you, and you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.”
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY

Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Deidre Cranefield, Paul Ellis, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Maurice Houghton, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Elizabeth Sayer, Joan Shepherd, Sheena Sixsmith, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Isobel Webber, Ann Westgarth, and Nestor Williams. 

The departed: Elsie Joy, Dora Parsons, Violet Richardson, Edna Rockwell, Ernest Shipway.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; 

exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.
COLLECT

O God, who through your Word reconcile the human race to yourself in a wonderful way, grant, we pray, that with prompt devotion and eager faith the Christian people may hasten toward the solemn celebrations to come. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON (Joshua 5: 9-12) 

A reading from the book of Joshua. 

The Lord said to Joshua, "Today I have taken the shame of Egypt away from you." 

The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal and kept the Passover there on the fourteenth day of the month, at evening in the plain of Jericho. On the morrow of the Passover they tasted the produce of that country, unleavened bread and roasted ears of corn, that same day. From that time, from their first eating of the produce 

of that country, the manna stopped falling. And having manna no longer, the Israelites fed from that year onwards on what the land of Canaan yielded.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM Psalm 33
R/  Taste and see that the Lord is good.
I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise always on my lips; in the Lord my soul shall make its boast. The humble shall hear and be glad.
Glorify the Lord with me. Together let us praise his name. 

I sought the Lord and he answered me; from all my terrors he set me free.
Look towards him and be radiant; let your faces not be abashed. 

This poor man called; the Lord heard him and rescued him from all his distress.
THE SECOND LESSON (2 Corinthians 5: 17-21) 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians. 

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; the old creation has gone, and now the new one is here. It is all God's work. It was God who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the work of handing on his reconciliation. In other words, God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, not holding men's faults against them, and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. So we are ambassadors for Christ; it is as though God were appearing through us, and the appeal that we make in Christ's name is: be reconciled to God. For our sake God made the sin less one into sin, so that in him we might become the goodness of God.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Praise and honour to you, Lord JesusI 

I will leave this place and go to my father and say: "Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you." 

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!
THE HOLY GOSPEL (Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes complained. "This man" they said "welcomes sinners and eats with them." So he spoke this parable to them: "A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, 'Father, let me have the share of the estate that would come to me.' So the father divided the property between them. A few days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for a distant country where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery. "When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses and said, 'How many of my father's paid servants have more food than they want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, 

I have sinned against heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your paid servants.' So he left the place and went back to his father. "While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.' But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found.' And they began to celebrate. . "Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing. 

Calling one of the servants he asked what it was all about. 'Your brother has come' replied the servant 'and your father has killed the calf we had fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.' He was angry then and refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him; but he answered his father, 'Look, all these years I have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But for this son of yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your property - he and his women - you kill the calf we had been fattening.' "The father said, 'My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. But it is only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found."
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 

We place before you with joy these offerings, which bring eternal remedy, O Lord, 

praying that we may both faithfully revere them and present them to you, as is fitting, for the salvation of all the world. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

You must rejoice, my son, for your brother was dead and has come to life; 

he was lost and is found.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

O God, who enlighten everyone who comes into this world, illuminate our hearts, we pray, with the splendour of your grace, that we may always ponder what is worthy and pleasing to your majesty and love you in all sincerity. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 4
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Fourth Sunday of Lent

& Mothering Sunday
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

11 March 
	Monday of week 4 of Lent
No Mass

	Tuesday

12 March 
	Tuesday of week 4 of Lent
18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

13 March
	Wednesday of week 4 of Lent
10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

14 March 
	Thursday of week 4 of Lent

19.30 Vespers & Stations of the Cross

	Friday

15 March 
	Friday of week 4 of Lent
11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

16 March 
	Saturday  of week 4 of Lent
10.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

17 March
	Fifth Sunday of Lent
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


	NOTICES & EVENTS



	We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.

Church Cleaning etc: On Saturday 16 March after mass, we will be having a church cleaning morning and veiling of statues etc in preparation for Holy Week.  All help will be greatly appreciated.

Bible Study
Our bible study Continues on Friday. We are looking into the Gospel of S John. The group begins at 11.30, and ends at 12.30. A mass follows for all those able to stay. All are welcome.
Lent Boxes. These are still available at the back of church. There are a choice of 3 – Additional Curates Society, Helen & Douglas House and Christian Aid. For more details please speak to Charles Bell.
On Wednesday 27 March, at 12noon, S Giles will be very privileged to host a Chrism Mass for the Ebbsfleet area, with Bishop Jupp presiding. This is a very important occasion, so please put it into you diaries! 

If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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S GILES-IN-READING

Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831

Churchwardens:  Sue Mott & Peter Bloomfield
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