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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 24th November 2013

Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King
Hymns: The Celebration Hymnal
Mass Setting: Messe Breve - Gounod
Entrance Hymn: 139
Motet: Ecce Panis Angelorum – Old Portugese
Offertory Hymn: 239
Communion Hymns: 72 & 16
 Recessional: 113
Procession: 59
Motet for Benediction: Adoremus – Allegri
Voluntary: Fugue sur le theme du carillon des heures de la cathedrale se Soissons Op12 – Durufle
King of kings.

Jesus was crucified for his claim to be the Messianic King who would rule not only over his people Israel but ultimately over all the nations as well.  To some, the very idea of kingship seems antiquated, especially in democratic societies where everyone is treated equal and free. God at first did not want to give his people Israel a king. Why? Because God alone was their King and they needed no other. Nonetheless, God relented and promised his people that through David's line he would establish a kingship that would last for eternity (Psalm 89:29). The Jews understood that the Messiah would come as king to establish God's reign for them. They wanted a king who would free them from tyranny and from foreign domination. Many had high hopes that Jesus would be the Messianic king. Little did they understand what kind of kingship Jesus claimed to have. Jesus came to conquer hearts and souls for an imperishable kingdom, rather than to conquer perishable lands and entitlements.

When Satan tempted Jesus during his forty day fast in the wilderness, he offered Jesus all the kingdoms of the world. Jesus knew that the world was in Satan's power. And this was precisely why he came – to overthrow Satan's power and rulership over the earth. Jesus knew that the way to victory was through submission to his Father's will and through the sacrificial offering of his life upon the cross for the sins of the world. As Jesus was dying on the cross, he was mocked for his claim to kingship. Nonetheless, he died not only as King of the Jews, but as King of the nations as well. His victory over the power of sin, Satan, and the world, was accomplished through his death on the cross and his resurrection. Jesus exchanged a throne of glory for a cross of shame to restore us from slavery to sin to glory with God as his adopted sons and daughters. In the Book of Revelations Jesus is called King of kings and Lord and lords (Rev. 19:16).  It is this Universal Kingship that we celebrate this Sunday.
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Jean Chapman, Jennifer Davis, Elaine Day, George Forsyth, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Herbert Hinton, Phyllis Hinton, Maurice Houghton, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Diana Sarney, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Karen Slack, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Fr Ian Walter, Ann Westgarth, Nestor Williams and Angela Woodley.
The departed: Lily Gibbs, Doris Griffin, Victor Prater, Douglas Rawlinson (Priest) and John Vere-Stead (Priest).
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

How worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and divinity, and wisdom and strength and honour. To him belong glory and power for ever and ever.
COLLECT.
Almighty ever-living God, whose will is to restore all things in your beloved Son, the King of the universe, grant, we pray, that the whole creation, set free from slavery, 

may render your majesty service and ceaselessly proclaim your praise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (2 Samuel 5: 1-3) 

A reading from the second book of Samuel. 

All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron. "Look," they said, "we are your own flesh and blood. In days past when Saul was our king, it was you who led Israel in all their exploits; and the Lord said to you, 'You are the man who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you shall be the leader of lsrael." So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a pact with them at Hebron in the presence of the Lord, and they anointed David king of Israel.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 121
R/  
I rejoiced when I heard them say: "Let us go to God's house."
I rejoiced when I heard them say: "Let us go to God's house." 

And now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city strongly compact. 

It is there that the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord.
For Israel's law it is, there to praise the Lord's name. 

There were set the thrones of judgement of the house of David.
THE SECOND LESSON. (Colossians 1: 12-20) 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians. 

We give thanks to the Father who has made it possible for you to join the saints and with them to inherit the light. Because that is what he has done: he has taken us out of the power of darkness and created a place for us in the kingdom of the Son that he loves, and in him, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our sins. He is the image of the unseen God and the first-born of all creation, for in him were created 

all things in heaven and on earth: everything visible and everything invisible, Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers - all things were created through him and for him. Before anything was created, he existed, and he holds all things in unity. 

Now the Church is his body, he is its head. As he is the Beginning, he was first to be born from the dead, so that he should be first in every way; because God wanted all perfection to be found in him and all things to be reconciled through him and for him, everything in heaven and everything on earth, when he made peace by his death on the cross.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David!
Alleluia! 

THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Luke 23: 35-43) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

The people stayed there before the cross watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they jeered at him. "He saved others," they said, "let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One." The soldiers mocked him too, and when they approached to offer him vinegar they said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself." Above him there was an inscription: "This is the King of the Jews." One of the criminals hanging there abused him. "Are you not the Christ?" he said. "Save yourself and us as well." But the other spoke up and rebuked him. "Have you no fear of God at all?" he said. "You got the same sentence as he did, but in our case we deserved it: we are paying for what we did. But this man has done nothing wrong. Jesus," he said, "remember me when you come into your kingdom." "Indeed, I promise you," he replied, "today you will be with me' in paradise."
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS.
As we offer you, O Lord, the sacrifice by which the human race is reconciled to you, 

we humbly pray that your Son himself may bestow on all nations the gifts of unity and peace. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
The Lord sits as King for ever. The Lord will bless his people with peace.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

Having received the food of immortality, we ask, O Lord, that, glorying in obedience 

to the commands of Christ, the King of the universe, we may live with him eternally in his heavenly Kingdom. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.
Psalter Week 2
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King

10.30 Parish Mass with Benediction & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

25 November 
	Monday of week 34 of the Year
No Mass

	Tuesday

26 November
	Tuesday of week 34 of the Year
18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

27 November
	Wednesday of week 34 of the Year

10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

28 November
	Thursday of week 34 of the Year

19.30 Vespers & Benediction

	Friday

29 November 
	Friday of week 34 of the Year

11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

30 November
	S Andrew, Apostle

10.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

01 December
	Advent Sunday

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

18.30 Advent Carol Service


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
ADVENT CAROLS: We will be having an Advent lessons and carols service this year on Advent Sunday (1 Dec) at 18.30. It is a wonderful way of beginning the season of preparation for Christmas. Put the time in your calendar! 

THE BISHOP TO VISIT. The Rt Rev'd Jonathan Goodall, Bishop of Ebbsfleet, will be joining us on Advent Sunday (1 Dec) to Celebrate the Lord's Supper and preach.
Church Cleaning. This will be undertaken on Saturday 30 November, in advance of the Bishops visit and for Christmas. All help on this day would be appreciated. Peter Bloomfield is co-ordinating.
Parish Lunch! The Parish lunch has been arranged at the Premier Inn for Sunday 22nd December.  Cost £20; 3 courses including tea or coffee afterwards.  Menu for choices available today – organiser; Sylvia Gooding.
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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