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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 22nd September 2013

Feast of Dedication

Hymns: The English Hymnal / S Giles Hymnbook / 

The Celebration Hymnal

Mass Setting: O quam gloriosum – Victoria
Gloria: German Mass - Schubert
Entrance Hymn: 170 (EH)
Motet: Locus Iste - Bruckner
Offertory Hymn: St Giles Hymn (SGH)
Communion Hymns: 308 (EH) & 45 (CHFE)
 Recessional: 113 (CHFE)
Voluntary: Grands choeurs – Guy Weitz

A Sign of the sacred.

Our Lord was said to be present once at the Jewish Feast of Dedication - a festival which was observed each year to mark the anniversary of the cleansing and re-consecration of the Temple in Jerusalem, after Judas Maccabaeus, that great Jewish hero, had recaptured the city from the pagan occupying forces, in the second century before Christ. You can read the story in the First Book of the Maccabees, or listen to a musical celebration of it in Handel's Oratorio about Judas Maccabaeus.

Our Feast of Dedication recalls that ancient ceremony, marking the purifying and rebuilding of the house of God, the dedication of the Temple; and what we celebrate, in the first place, is the dedication of our temple, our particular church building as a place of God's presence with us in Word and Sacrament. 

S Giles-in-Reading stands here as a sign, a reminder, a call to remembrance, a call to recognition of a sacred reality, a remembrance of the holiness of God. In a very secular culture with its very secularized institutions, the church must be a continual reminder: the building and all that belongs to it, and all that goes in it, must reaffirm the sacred. Everything that goes on here, day by day - our regular prayers, the solemn commemoration of the work of our redemption, all the words and all the music of our liturgies - must be reminders: a remembrance of the holiness of God.
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Jean Chapman, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Herbert Hinton, Phyllis Hinton, Maurice Houghton, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Diana Sarney, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Karen Slack, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Fr Ian Walter, Ann Westgarth, Nestor Williams and Angela Woodley.
The departed: Harriet Gillmor, Martha Knight, Jack Phillips and Geoffrey Winter.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Greatly to be feared is God in his sanctuary: he, the God of Israel, gives power and strength to his people. Blessed to God.

THE FIRST LESSON

A Reading from the Second Book of Chronicles

King Solomon, and all the community of Israel gathering with him in front of the ark, sacrificed sheep and oxen, countless, innumerable. The priests brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place, in the Debir of the Temple, that is, in the Holy of Holies, under the cherubs’ wings. For there where the ark was placed the cherubs spread out their wings and sheltered the ark and its shafts. These were long enough for their ends to be seen from the Holy Place in front of the Debir, but not from outside. There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets that Moses had placed in it at Horeb, where the Lord had made a covenant with the Israelites when they came out of Egypt. Now when the priests came out of the sanctuary, a cloud filled the sanctuary, the Temple of the Lord. All those who played the trumpet, or who sang, united in giving praise and glory to the Lord. Lifting their voices to the sound of the trumpet and cymbal and instruments of music, they gave praise to the Lord, ‘for he is good, for his love is everlasting’. Because of the cloud the priests could no longer perform their duties; the glory of the Lord filled the Temple of God. Then Solomon said: ‘The Lord has chosen to dwell in the thick cloud. Yes, I have built you a dwelling, a place for you to live in for ever.’

The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM
R/ How lovely is your dwelling place, Lord God of Hosts

My soul is longing and yearning, is yearning for the courts of the Lord.

My heart and my soul ring out their joy to God, the living God.

The sparrow herself finds a home and the swallow a nest for her brood;

she lays her young by your altars, Lord of hosts, my king and my God

They are happy, who dwell in your house for ever singing your praise.

Turn your eyes, O God, our shield, look on the face of your anointed.

One day within your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.

The threshold of the house of God I prefer to the dwelling of the wicked.

THE SECOND LESSON

A reading from the first letter of S Paul to the Corinthians

You are God’s building. By the grace God gave me, I succeeded as an architect and laid the foundations, on which someone else is doing the building. Everyone doing the building must work carefully. For the foundation, nobody can lay any other than the one which has already been laid, that is Jesus Christ. On this foundation you can

build in gold, silver and jewels, or in wood, grass and straw, but whatever the material, the work of each building is going to be clearly revealed when the day comes. That day will begin with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. Didn’t you realise that you were God’s temple and that the Spirit of God was living among you? If anybody should destroy the temple of God, God will destroy him, because the temple of God is sacred; and you are the temple.

The Word of the Lord

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia! Alleluia!

I shall make my home above them says the Lord, I will be their God and they shall be my people.
Alleluia!

THE HOLY GOSPEL

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John

The Samaritan woman said to Jesus, ‘I see you are a prophet, sir. Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, while you say that Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said: ‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when you will

worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know; for salvation comes from the Jews. But the hour will come – in fact it is here already – when true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth: that is the kind of worshipper the Father wants. God is spirit, and those who worship must worship in spirit and truth.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

You are the temple of God, and God's Spirit dwells in you. The temple of God is holy; you are that temple.
Psalter Week 1
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	Feast of Dedication

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

23 September 
	S Pio of Pietrelcina, Priest
No Mass

	Tuesday

24 September
	Our Lady of Walsingham
18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

25 September
	Wednesday of week 25 of the Year
No Mass. Consecration of the new Bishop of Ebbsfleet in London

	Thursday

26 September
	Thursday of week 25 of the Year
19.30 Vespers & Benediction

	Friday

27 September 
	S Vincent de Paul, Priest
11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

28 September
	Saturday of week 25 of the Year
10.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

29 September
	Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Bible Study Group
Our Friday bible study continues at 1130, followed by mass at 1230.  Newcomers always welcome!

2014 Pilgrimage to Walsingham; 08 – 10 August.

Deposits of £10 per person in Cash to Brenda Alderson. This reserves your place until spring 2014 when a second deposit of £20 is needed. If your circumstances change between now and May 2014 we can refund your £10 so long as we can find a replacement Pilgrim.

Youth Pilgrimage to Walsingham:  End of July, 2014
If any young people would like to attend this or find out more information please speak to Anne Canterbury.  You must be 11 years or over.

If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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