Pentecost








Jesus said: “At that day (that is, this day, the day of Pentecost) you shall know that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”








We stand today at what we might call the pinnacle of the Christian year.  Everything that has come before today has led up to this moment.  And everything that comes after flows out of today.





PENTECOST.  WHITSUNDAY.  THE FEAST OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  THE BIRTHDAY OF THE NEW HUMANITY, which is the mystical body of Christ, the Church.





Today its as if we are standing at the top of the mountain we've been climbing for the past six months.   The air, being a bit thin up here – and breathless as we might be from the effort of the climb, we would do well I think to pause, and to catch our breath, and to ask the simple question:





What in the world just happened?





What in the world just happened during this long climb of the last six months?  What happened from those early days of Advent until that confounding moment of the Ascension that was so awful,  that the Scripture says (and this is literally what it says), the Angels themselves can barely stand at the thought of it – they barely dare ever to look too deeply into the mystery of it.





What happened that caused such rage and envy in the angelic soul of Lucifer – our one time friend – so many ages ago – that at catching wind of it in the mind of God, he raised up that celestial rebellion which marked the birth of that great mystery we give the name “Evil” and “Sin”.





“In that day,” that is, this day, Jesus says, “you shall know.”





Know what?  You'll know what just happened!  You'll know just what all this incredible activity has been about – which we lived and prayed from Advent until today.  And more precisely, Jesus says – summing it up:





“You shall know that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.” (Repeat)





At these words the Angels shudder, the powers of hell burn with envy, the Church in heaven shines and we on earth struggle to join them – in understanding, and in thanksgiving.





This mystical, spiritual union IS WHAT HAS HAPPENED.  This coming together, of us and God, in Christ.  Him in the Father, Us in Him, and He in Us.





This is the truth that you will come to know, Jesus says, how?  Through the gift that I am sending you, the gift of the Holy Spirit.





Jesus said that the Holy Spirit would come so that he could “take from what is mine, and give it to you.”  IOW,  The Holy Spirit's work is to take from that Reality which is the new humanity of  US in Christ, and bring it out HERE, in us, in time.





The Holy Spirit has been sent to show us who we REALLY are, in Christ.





So what are we like, in Christ?  What does it look like?  What does humanness look like, in Christ?





You remember these words from just a few weeks ago: “Jesus said to his disciples: If you love me, keep my commandments.”





Jesus' commandments ARE the reality of our new life in him.  His commandments, what we hear him say in the Gospel, arn't a moral code.  As Christians we aren't primarily ETHICAL people, following a moral code.  What Jesus gave us wasn't a list of religious duties, he didn't give us an IDEAL of human life.  His commandments are simply who we really are, in him.





And so, he says, keep them.  If you love me, keep my commandments.  





When we think of religion, we so often think of it in terms of our search for God, or our love of God.





But I hope, I hope, that we can see – from his mountain top of Pentecost – that this isn't what the past sixth months have been about – this isn't what our life together here at S Giles is about – and it certainly isn't what Christianity is about.





It isn't about our search for God.  It isn't about our love of God.





Its all about his search for us.  Its all about his love for us.





The whole point of our lives as Christians is to simply come into that love.  And to come into that love, is to come into his commandments.





And that is the work of the Holy Spirit within us.  He brings out in us the truth, the reality of our life with Christ in God, by wooing us into the commandments of Christ, because his commandments are the image of our reality in him.


