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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 12th January 2014
The Baptism of the Lord
Hymns: The Celebration Hymnal
Mass Setting: Gregory Murray
Entrance Hymn: 241
Motet: From the Rising of the Sun - Ouseley
Offertory Hymn: 661
Communion Hymns: 517 & 42
 Recessional: 718
Voluntary: Noel No. 10 – D’Aquin
The blind shall see.
Heaven opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily shape, like a dove. 

When Jesus was baptized in the Jordan River by John, "immediately on coming up out of the water he saw the sky split and the Spirit descend upon him. In our second lesson, from the Book of Acts, before Cornelius and his household received the Holy Spirit, Peter began preaching to them in these words; "The truth I have now come to realise..." It is prophesied that the Messiah upon Whom God's Spirit rests will "open the eyes of the blind."

This Sunday's celebration of the baptism of Jesus is associated with seeing God, others, and ourselves in a new way. After receiving the graces of the Christmas season, we will "no longer know him by" our old standards (2 Cor 5:16). We will see God not as a force or a thing or even as only a person; we will see Him as our own Father Who loves us. This will transform the way we see ourselves. We see ourselves in Christ, as we really are: chosen, beloved, royal, priestly, and holy (see 1 Pt 2:9). Then we will see other people as God sees them. We will love our neighbors as ourselves. We will "esteem the person of every" human being (1 Pt 2:17).

OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Lynne Brombley, Christopher Browne, Jean Chapman, Brian and Jean Cullen, Jennifer Davis, Elaine Day, George Forsyth, Peter George, Hugh Gough, Camiele Gray, Herbert and Phyllis Hinton, Maurice Houghton, Grace John, Frieda Mathers, Kate Morl, Diana Sarney, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Karen Slack, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Daphne Walker, Fr Christopher Walker, Fr Ian Walter, Ann Westgarth, Nestor Williams and Angela Woodley.
The departed: George Andrew, Ivy Arslett, Eileen Derriman, Violet Duckett, Winifred Fowler, Mabel Godsell, Margeret MacDonald, Eleanor Manning and George McQuiston.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove, and the voice of the Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.
COLLECT.
Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had been baptised in the River Jordan 

and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him, solemnly declared him your beloved Son, grant that your children by adoption, reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, may always be well pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

or 

O God, whose Only Begotten Son has appeared in our very flesh, grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly transformed through him whom we recognise as outwardly like ourselves. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (Isaiah 42: 1-4; 6-7) 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

Thus says the Lord:   Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom my soul delights. I have endowed him with my spirit that he may bring true justice to the nations. He does not cry out or shout aloud, or make his voice heard in the streets. He does not break the crushed reed, nor quench the wavering flame. 

Faithfully he brings true justice; he will neither waver, nor be crushed until true justice is established on earth, for the islands are awaiting his law. I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause of right; I have taken you by the hand and formed you; 

I have appointed you as covenant of the people and light of the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to free captives from prison, and those who live in darkness from the dungeon.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 28
R/  
The Lord will bless his people with peace.
O give the Lord you sons of God, give the Lord glory and power; 

give the Lord the glory of his name. Adore the Lord in his holy court.
The Lord's voice resounding on the waters, the Lord on the immensity of waters; 

the voice of the Lord, full of power, the voice of the Lord, full of splendour.
The God of glory thunders. In his temple they all cry: "Glory!" 

The Lord sat enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits as king for ever.
THE SECOND LESSON. (Acts 10: 34-38) 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: "The truth I have now come to realise" he said "is that God does not have favourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears God and does what is right is acceptable to him. "It is true, God sent his word to the people of Israel, and it was to them that the good news of peace was brought by Jesus Christ - but Jesus Christ is Lord of all men. You must have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after John had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and because God was with him, Jesus went about doing good and curing all who had fallen into the power of the devil."
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The heavens opened and the Father's voice resounded: "This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him. "
Alleluia! 

THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Matthew 3: 13-17) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. John tried to dissuade him. "It is I who need baptism from you," he said, "and yet you come to me!" But Jesus replied, "Leave it like this for the time being; it is fitting that we should, in this way, do all that righteousness demands." At this, John gave in to him. As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from the water, and suddenly the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down on him. And a voice spoke from heaven, "This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him."
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS.
Accept, O Lord, the offerings we have brought to honour the revealing of your beloved Son, so that the oblation of your faithful may be transformed into the sacrifice of him who willed in his compassion to wash away the sins of the world. 

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
Behold the One of whom John said: I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

Nourished with these sacred gifts, we humbly entreat your mercy, O Lord, that, faithfully listening to your Only Begotten Son, we may be your children in name and in truth. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 3 (Sun): 1 (Mon – Sat)
Sunday Readings: Year A.  Weekday Readings: Year 2.
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	The Baptism of the Lord  
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

13 January 
	Monday of Week 1 of the Year
No Mass

	Tuesday

14 January
	Tuesday of Week 1 of the Year
18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

15 January
	Wednesday of Week 1 of the Year
10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

16 January
	Thursday of Week 1 of the Year
19.30 Vespers and Benediction

	Friday

17 January 
	S Anthony, Abbot
11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

18 January
	Saturday of Week 1 of the Year
10.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

19 January
	Second Sunday of Ordinary Time
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Music programme: Thanks to a grant from the Bishop of Reading, we are initiating a choral programme at Katesgrove School.  We hope to get things up and running again this next term.  If you would like to help with this initiative (one hour a week after school), please contact the vicar!
Ebbsfleet Lay Congress: Saturday, 25 JANUARY 2014, (Conversion of St Paul) at St Mary the Virgin, Bathwick. 11.30-4.30 under the general heading “Communication and Communion”  The Bishop of Ebbsfleet will be in attendance.  If you are interested in attending please contact Sue Mott, (0118) 9595188.  Schedule:  1130 Mass.  1230 Lunch – please bring a packed lunch.  1330 Lay Congress business meeting.  1400 Main presentation by the Bishop, Q&Ss, and Discussion in Groups and in Plenary.  c1615 Evening Prayers.  1630 Ends

Food collection for CIRDIC:  We shall be collecting non-perishable food items for the Drop-In Centre based in S. Saviour’s Hall, which is in our parish.  Please bring any items of tinned or dried food to Church by Sunday 9th February.  Foodstuffs can be savoury or sweet. Tinned tuna, fruit, soup, vegetables and beans along with rice and pasta are all suitable.  There is a table by the spire door, at the back of church where you may place your items.  See Sue  Mott for further details.

Street Pastors:  Two of our parishioners at S Giles are involved with Street Pastors in Reading.  This video is a nice explanation of what they do.  If you would like to find out more, or even join the team, contact Viv Rimmer.
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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