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S GILES-IN-READING
Rector & Vicar:  Fr David Harris  (0118) 9572831
Churchwardens:  Sylvia Gooding & Peter Bloomfield
sgilesreading.org.uk         sgiles.vicar@gmail.com
Sunday 2nd February 2014
The Presentation of the Lord

Hymns: The English Hymnal
Mass Setting: Missa de Angelis
Processional Hymn: 209
Motet: Blessed are the Pure in Heart – Walford Davies
Offertory Hymn: 216

Communion Hymns: 307 & 370
 Recessional: 208
Voluntary: Fantasia in G BWV 572 - J.S. Bach: 
The Presentation of the Lord.
Speaking about the spread and celebration of Christmas, St. John Chrysostom says: "Magnificent and noble trees when planted in the ground shortly attain great heights and become heavily laden with fruit; so it is with this day." So it is with the day of the Presentation of our Lord in the Temple.

In the beginning this day was discussed among Christians but the solemn celebration began from the period of the great Emperor Justinian. During the reign of this emperor, a great pestilence afflicted the people in Constantinople and vicinity so that about five-thousand or more people died daily. At the same time a terrible earthquake occurred in Antioch. Seeing the weakness of man's ability to prevent these misfortunes the emperor, in consultation with the patriarch, ordered a period of fasting and prayer throughout the entire empire. And, on the day of The Presentation itself, arranged great processions throughout the towns and villages that the Lord might show compassion on His people. The epidemic and earthquake ceased at once.

This occurred in the year 544 A.D. Following this and from that time on, the Feast of the Presentation began to be celebrated as a major feast of the Lord, and has every year since.
OUR INTENTIONS TODAY
Those in need: Tony Allen, Sarah Alderson, Jean Chapman, Jennifer Davis, Elaine Day, Peter George, Grace John, Kate Morl, Diana Sanni, Elizabeth Sayer, Sheena Sixsmith, Margaret Summers, Margaret Thomas, Fr Christopher Walker and Nesta Williams.
The recently departed: Daphne Walker
The departed: Mary Burkett, Isabella Butler, Susan Cross, Dorothy Hurlock, Leslie Joy (Priest), Ada King, Arthur Manning, Rose Ruffell, Albert Tudor, Emma Tudor, Harry Wibberley and Clara Wright.
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON. 

Your merciful love, O God, we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with saving justice.
COLLECT.
Almighty ever-living God, we humbly implore your majesty that, just as your Only Begotten Son was presented on this day in the Temple in the substance of our flesh, 

so, by your grace, we may be presented to you with minds made pure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen.
THE FIRST LESSON. (Malachi 3: 1-4) 

A reading from the prophet Malachi. 

The Lord God says this: Look, I am going to send my messenger to prepare a way before me. And the Lord you are seeking will suddenly enter his Temple; and the angel of the covenant whom you are longing for, yes, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. Who will be able to resist the day of his coming? Who will remain standing when he appears? For he is like the refiner's fire and the fullers' alkali. He will take his seat as refiner and purifier; he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and then they will make the offering to the Lord as it should be made. The offering of Judah and Jerusalem will then be welcomed by the Lord 

as in former days, as in the years of old.
The Word of the Lord

THE GRADUAL PSALM. Psalm 23
R/  
Who is the king of glory? It is the Lord.
O gates, lift up your heads; grow higher, ancient doors. 

Let him enter, the king of glory!
Who is the king of glory? 

The Lord, the mighty, the valiant, the Lord, the valiant in war.
O gates, lift high your heads; grow higher, ancient doors. 

Let him enter, the king of glory! 

Who is he, the king of glory? 

He, the Lord of armies, he is the king of glory.
THE SECOND LESSON. (Hebrews 2: 14-18) 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 

Since all the children share the same blood and flesh, Jesus too shared equally in it, so that by his death he could take away all the power of the devil, who had power over death, and set free all those who had been held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. For it was not the angels that he took to himself; he took to himself descent from Abraham. It was essential that he 

should in this way become completely like his brothers so that he could be a compassionate and trustworthy high priest of God's religion, able to atone for human sins. That is, because he has himself been through temptation he is able to help others who are tempted.
The Word of the Lord
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION.
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The light to enlighten the Gentiles and give glory to Israel, your people.
Alleluia! 

THE HOLY GOSPEL. (Luke 2: 22-40) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

(for shorter form read between > <) 

> When the day came for them to be purified as laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord - observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord: Every first-born male must be consecrated to the Lord - and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon. He 

was an upright and devout man; he looked forward to Israel's comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the Law required, he took him into his arms and blessed God; and he said: "Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, just as you promised; because my eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared for all the nations to see, a light to enlighten the pagans 

and the glory of your people Israel." < 

As the child's father and mother stood there wondering at the things that were being said about him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, "You see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected - and a sword will pierce your own soul too - so that the secret thoughts of many may be laid bare." There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been married for seven years before becoming a widow. She was now eighty-four years old and never left the Temple, serving God night and day with fasting and prayer. She came by just at that moment and began to praise God; and she spoke of the child to all who looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem. When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went -back to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God's favour was with him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS.
May the offering made with exultation by your Church be pleasing to you, O Lord, we pray, for you willed that your Only Begotten Son be offered to you for the life of the world as the Lamb without blemish. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON.
My eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in the sight of all the peoples.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION. 

By these holy gifts which we have received, O Lord, bring your grace to perfection within us, and, as you fulfilled Simeon's expectation that he would not see death 

until he had been privileged to welcome the Christ, so may we, going forth to meet the Lord, obtain the gift of eternal life. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Psalter Week 4 
Sunday Readings: Year A.  Weekday Readings: Year 2.
	TODAY AT

S GILES 
	The Presentation of the Lord
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass

	Monday

3 February 
	Monday of Week 4 of the Year
No Mass

	Tuesday

4 February
	Tuesday of Week 4 of the Year

18.00 Low Mass

	Wednesday

5 February
	S Agatha, Virgin, Martyr
10.30 Low Mass

	Thursday

6 February
	S Paul Miki & Companions, Martyrs
19.30 Vespers and Benediction

	Friday

7 February 
	Friday of Week 4 of the Year

11.30 Bible Study

12.30 Low Mass

	Saturday

8 February
	Saturday of Week 4 of the Year
10.00 Low Mass

	Sunday

9 February
	Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10.30 Parish Mass & Sunday School.

18.00 Low Mass


NOTICES & EVENTS
We welcome any visitors here this morning and hope that you will stay for refreshments after the service.
Food collection for CIRDIC:  We shall be collecting non-perishable food items for the Drop-In Centre based in S. Saviour’s Hall, which is in our parish.  Please bring any items of tinned or dried food to Church by Sunday 9th February.  Foodstuffs can be savoury or sweet. Tinned tuna, fruit, soup, vegetables and beans along with rice and pasta are all suitable.  There is a table by the spire door, at the back of church where you may place your items.  See Sue  Mott for further details.

Cloud of Witnesses: G.K. Chesterton: Thursday 13 February at 19.30, the Rev'd David Pinkersgill will join us to talk on the life and works of G.K. Chesterton, the great Christian apologist.  Preceded by mass at 19.00.

Image of our Lady of Walsingham: On Saturday 22 February the image of Our Lady will be visiting Guildford Cathedral. The Image will arrive at 11.50 followed by Mass presided by and preacher Bishop Lindsay Urwin. For more information see Fr David or Ken Thomas.
Shrove Tuesday:  Ash Wednesday is around the corner, and traditionally we usher in our fasting season with festivities on Shrove Tuesday.  All are welcome to the vicarage at 18.30 for pancakes and sausages.

Vicarage Luncheon: On Sunday 23 March there will be a luncheon at the Vicarage.  Bring along a bottle of wine (or some other liquid oblation) to share and the food will be provided!
If you have any notices that require adding to the sheet, please contact Anne or Geoff Canterbury at canterbury@ntlworld.com or 0118 961 0525 by Wednesday of the previous week.
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